
A Proposed PROACTIVE, 
PREVENTIVE Approach 
to Improve Code and 
Law Enforcement in 

College Station 



First we must assume that all our residents and visitors 
want to follow the rules and be good neighbors.  
BUT, they have to know the rules to follow them. 

College Station neighborhoods have an extremely transient 
population and learning the rules just isn’t a high priority.  

Consequently, reducing the number of violations becomes 
more a matter of effective CIVIC EDUCATION than 

reporting and enforcement. 



*Percentage of population who moved in the past year. 

Arizona Daily Sun, Jan. 22, 2021 

Most Transient U.S. Cities CS population est. (7/1/25) 128,023 x 36.7% = 
   46,984 people relocate yearly. 

15,000 new students enroll at Texas A&M each 
    year. Few will know our rules. 

How big is College Station’s ongoing civic education challenge? 

Conservative estimate of residents who need 

civic education: 20,000 + ?? /year. 

Source: 2020 Census Data and City of CS 

Renter-occupied homes in CS: 64.6% or approx. 
    22,000 homes.  Some percentage of renters 
    need to be educated on an ongoing basis. 

Owner-occupied housing rate: 35.4% 
    Owners should need minimal re-education.  

Accurate numbers are nearly impossible to calculate. 



Just how big is College Station’s civic education challenge? 

The 20,000 figure DOES NOT include Short Term Rentals (STR), but 
STR occupants still have to follow the same rules!  

 

Source: airdna.com (Airb + Vrbo data) 

Number of STRs in College Station: 1,043 (Airbnb + Vrbo, not incl. 7% other) 

Rental Type: entire home: 97% (980 homes) 
Occupancy Rate: 38% 

Assume each home is rented once/week by a different group: 
      980 homes x (52 weeks x 38% occupancy)  =                                                              

19,365 groups needing education/yr 



The need for educating College Station’s highly 
  transient population on civic responsibility is massive,  
     and it must be repeated  
        house by house 
   week after week 
         semester after semester 

  year after year  

               after year                
          after year 

                                  after year … 



Expecting residents, especially young 
students and STR visitors, to seek out 
city code information and laws is just 

NAÏVE. 

Information must be presented in a 
concise, understandable, applicable, 

available form  
in a way they just can’t miss. 



Why Don’t We Do What Hotels and Motels Do? 

Post the rules permanently and in plain sight. 

So, what other type of housing requires, frequent, endless, and 
highly visible re-education of their occupants … ? 



QR code link 
to website(s) 
for more 
information 
and updates. 

Residence-specific 
fillable info. 



Reasons to Post the Rules 

- Ease the burden on Code Enforcement. 

- Improve overall neighborhood relations. 

- Ease the reporting burden on residents. 

- Low-cost, one-time expense.  

- Eliminate the “I didn’t know” defense. 

- PROACTIVE and PREVENTIVE – stop problems before they start! 

- Reduce the frequency of low-level police calls: parking violations, clarity on    
 what constitutes a noise violation, fireworks discharge, etc. 

- Implementation with rental registration and/or inspection. 


