
November 13, 2025
Item No. 8.6.

2024 International Building Codes and 2023 National Electrical Code

Sponsor: Brian Binford, Building Official

Reviewed By CBC: Construction Board of Adjustments & Appeals

Agenda Caption: Public Hearing, presentation, discussion, and possible action regarding an 
ordinance amending Chapter 103, "Buildings and Building Regulations," Article III, "Technical 
Codes," Division 2, "Building Codes," and Division 3, "Electrical Code" adopting the 2024 
International Codes, the 2023 National Electrical Code (NEC), and related amendments.

Relationship to Strategic Goals: 

Core Services & Infrastructure
Neighborhood Integrity
Diverse & Growing Economy
Sustainable City

Recommendation(s): The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals considered this item at 
their October 28, 2025 meeting and unanimously recommended approval of the updated codes and 
amendments, as presented. Staff recommends approval with an effective date of January 1, 2026.

Summary: This ordinance adopts the latest edition of the International Codes (I-Codes), for use in 
College Station. The City of College Station currently uses the 2021 edition of the I-Codes and the 
2020 edition of the NEC. The International Code Council and National Fire Protection Association 
issues updated codes every three years. The changes included in the latest codes help clarify intent, 
improve energy efficiency, and strengthen requirements designed to safeguard the public health, 
safety, and general welfare.

In addition to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals meeting, staff presented an 
overview of the changes contained in the International Residential Code and National Electrical Code 
to representatives of the Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association on July 23, 2025. 

A copy of the 2023 National Electrical Code and the 2024 International Codes are available in the 
office of Planning & Development Services for review.

Budget & Financial Summary: N/A

Attachments:
1. Overview of Changes and Local Amendments
2. Ordinance



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Building Code 

Overview of Changes 

The scope of the International Building Code (IBC) applies to the construction, alteration, 
movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, use and occupancy, location, 
maintenance, and removal or demolition of buildings and structures. The IBC establishes 
the minimum requirements to safeguard the public health, safety and general welfare 
through structural strength, proper exits, and sanitation. The IBC is also designed to 
provide safety for firefighters and emergency responders from fire and other hazards 
associated with the building’s environment. 

The 2024 IBC continues to establish minimum regulations for building systems using 
prescriptive and performance-related provisions. The code changes in this cycle result in 
technical consistency with the other International Codes.

New in the 2024 IBC Edition

For the first time ever, the 2024 IBC includes provisions for tornado loadings.

Updated wind, earthquake, and snow loads.

The updated design rain loads are now based on the summation of the static head, 
the hydraulic head, and the ponding head.

Updates to Risk Categories including Photovoltaic (PV) panel systems and 
facilities providing power generation.

Updated and expanded provisions for Temporary Structures.

New provisions regarding the wind resistance of aggregate-surfaced roofs.

Roof Coverings: Updated provisions for underlayment.

New special inspection provisions for metal building systems.

New provisions for structural concrete reinforced with glass-fiber reinforcement.

Concrete: Chapter 19 on Concrete has been Updated and reformatted.

Masonry: TMS 402 and TMS 602 references have been updated to the latest 2022 
editions.

Increased the allowable height of a Group R-2 occupancy building with an NFPA 
13R sprinkler system.

Occupiable space requirements now apply if a roof is usable for anything more 
than maintenance or repair and occupants must have access to multiple egress 
options from a story based on the occupant load and the story requirements.
Adult changing tables regulations are added where they are required in large 
assembly and mercantile, college lecture hall/classroom buildings and highway 
rest stops, or provided.



Fire-resistance-rated Wall Continuity: Updates on how supporting construction for 
exterior walls is to be fire-resistance-rated, especially in the case of a parapet.

Openings in Shaft Enclosures: Additional exceptions are provided for shaft 
enclosures, including new allowances for openings and penetrations.

Carbon Monoxide Detection: Carbon monoxide (CO) detection is now required in 
all occupancies where a CO-producing device is present. Detection and 
notification can be addressed in several ways.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 63

Proposed Number of Amendments: 60

The newly proposed amendments are to align language in Chapter 9 of the IBC, with 
amendments made to the 2024 International Fire Code by the City of College Station Fire 
Marshal’s office. 



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Residential Code 

Overview of Changes 

The International Residential Code (IRC) is a standalone code that regulates the 
construction of detached one-and-two family dwellings and townhouses not more than 
three stories in height.

There have been significant changes made to the IRC since the initial 2000 edition. This
overview is intended to highlight the significant changes contained in the 2024 IRC.

New in the 2024 Edition

Imaginary lot lines are added for calculating fire separation distance when 
considering multiple dwellings on a single lot 

Shared accessory rooms are an option in two-family dwellings.

Many requirements for energy storage systems are added.

New protection requirements for storage batteries in garages are added.

Sleeping loft requirements added for habitable attic style lofts and tiny home style 
lofts now have maximum size limits to meet an exception.

Reinforcement of the floor below guards at a mezzanine is now required.

The final test of the DWV system may be visual.

Air exhaust openings now allowed near operable windows and doors.

A2L refrigerants are added as an option for cooling equipment.

Solvent cement joints for CPVC pipe are allowed above and below ground.

Snow, wind, and seismic maps updated.

Accessibility in care facilities clarified.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 37

Proposed Number of Amendments: 35



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Plumbing Code 

Overview of Changes 

The 2024 International Plumbing Code (IPC) contains many changes that provide clarity 
of content and resolve common interpretation problems. The scope of the 2021 IPC 
continues to encompass the initial design of the plumbing system, the installation and 
construction of plumbing systems, and the maintenance of operating systems. All 
plumbing systems which are provided for utilization by and for the general safety and well-
being of the occupants of a building are intended to be governed by the code. Plumbing 
installations associated with one-and-two family dwellings are regulated by the 
International Residential Code.

New in the 2024 Edition

Provisions added for support of buried piping beneath building where expansive 
soil conditions exist.

Requirement added for tracer wire for buried plastic sewer piping.

Option added for vacuum testing of DWV piping.

Plumbing fixture requirements significantly updated for various Group I 
occupancies.

Exception added for allowing special locking mechanism for doors to multiple-user 
toilet facilities.
Plastic pans for gas-fired water heaters required to be tested in accordance with 
ASTM E84 or UL723.

Showerhead flow limited to 2.0 gpm with performance complying with high 
efficiency requirements.

Installation standards added for solvent-cemented plastic piping joints.

Standards added for chemical waste piping materials.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 37

Proposed Number of Amendments: 35



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Mechanical Code 

Overview of Changes 

The latest code change cycle resolved common interpretation problems and provided 
clarity of content to the 2021 International Mechanical Code (IMC). The code was also 
changed to reflect current design, construction and inspection methods. In order to keep 
the IMC up to date on new technology, requirements to assist designers, installers and 
inspectors as the demand for new energy sources increase.

The 2024 IMC is primarily intended to be a commercial code. Therefore, mechanical 
installations associated with one-and-two family dwellings are regulated by the 
International Residential Code.

New in the 2024 Edition

Provisions prohibiting the use of domestic ductless range hoods in Groups I-1 and 
I-2 were removed.

An identification requirement was added for Group A2L and B2L refrigerants.

The requirements for machinery rooms containing Group A2L refrigerants were 
changed and

Group B2L refrigerants were added to the provisions.

Limits for the use of Group A1 and A2L refrigerants changed in high probability 
systems used for human comfort, unless permitted as excepted.

UL 2158A Standard was added to the requirements for commercial dryer exhaust.

Ventilation requirements for outpatient healthcare facilities to match the 
requirements in ASHRAE 62.1-2019.

Addition of a new minimum landing at the roof hatch for personnel to safely use 
the hatch when accessing the roof for repair and maintenance.

Addition of a new testing option for grease ductwork.

Requirements for steam baths were added.

A new standard requirement for refrigeration systems containing carbon dioxide 
was added.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 8

Proposed Number of Amendments: 8



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Fuel Gas Code 

Overview of Changes 

The 2024 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC) consolidates all code changes from the 
fuel gas related installations into one convenient document. It is a compilation of fuel gas-
related text from the International Mechanical Code, the International Plumbing Code, 
and the National Fuel Gas Code. The code is designed to complement the family of 
International Codes, including the International Mechanical Code, the International 
Plumbing Code, the International Fire Code, and the International Building Code.

The IFGC regulates fuel gas distribution piping systems, gas-fired appliance installation 
and gas-fired appliance venting systems for structures other than one-and-two family 
dwellings. Fuel gas installations associated with one-and-two family dwellings are 
regulated by the International Residential Code.

New in the 2024 Edition

403.11.3 Nonferrous. A reference is added for aluminum flanges.

406.5.1 Detection methods. The gas detector for leakage location is now required 
to be listed.

406.7.3.1 Abandoned fuel gas piping. Purging of fuel gas piping that will be 
abandoned in place is required.
407.2 Design and Installation. Now allows non-metallic supports.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 12

Proposed Number of Amendments: 10



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Energy Conservation Code 

Overview of Changes 

The International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) establishes regulations for the 
design of energy-efficient residential and commercial buildings and structures, as well as 
portions of factory and industrial occupancies designed for human comfort.

The State of Texas is divided into climate zones which are used in determining applicable 
requirements for residential and commercial energy efficiency. Insulation, window and 
skylight requirements for the thermal envelope for both residential and commercial 
buildings are based on the climate zones. The performance criteria for compliance with 
residential energy efficiency requirements using simulated energy analysis are also 
addressed.

New in the 2024 Edition

R402.1.3 Insulation Minimum R-Values. Is modified by reducing the ceiling R-
value from R49 to R38.

Updates to air leakage requirements. Climate zones 0-2 and 6-8 have increased 
their ACH 50 stringency compared to IECC 2021.

Mechanical systems are now defined in the reference home as having the federal 
minimum efficiency requirements for that location. This is the first time since 2006 
a project can receive credit for its mechanical system efficiency in the performance 
path of the IECC.

There are many more options for R408 Additional Efficiency Requirements in 
2024. There are over 50 options for design changes that offer additional efficiency 
points.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 11

Proposed Number of Amendments: 11



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2024 International Property Maintenance Code 

Overview of Changes 

The 2024 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) continues to emphasize 
protection of health, safety and welfare while providing code requirements that are 
enforceable in the diverse types of buildings that exist. Providing a safe means of egress, 
preventing hazardous structural conditions and reducing health hazards by providing a 
clean, sanitary environment are the key components of the code.

The IPMC applies to all existing structures, including residential and nonresidential 
property and addresses the following areas:

Administration, enforcement and penalties associated with the code

Determination and assignment of responsibility for code compliance among the 
owner, operator and occupant of a property

Minimum property maintenance conditions for existing structures and premises in 
regard to structural safety, sanitation, health and comfort

Regulating the use of existing dwelling through the establishment of occupancy 
limitations

Maintenance of means of egress and fire safety, with appropriate references to the 
International

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 13

Proposed Number of Amendments: 13



Overview of Changes and Local Amendments

2023 National Electrical Code 

Overview of Changes 

The National Electrical Code (NEC) is published by the National Fire Protection 
Association and updated every three years by issuing a new edition. The City of College 
Station is currently operating under the 2020 Edition of the NEC.

The 2023 NEC contains several changes, most of which are designed to provide clarity 
for existing code provisions. However, there are some new provisions and changes 
included in the 2020 NEC.

New in the 2023 Edition

GFCI protection for appliances has been expanded to include wall-mounted 
ovens, countermounted cooking units, clothes dryers and microwave ovens. 
GFCI protection is also expanded to include any cord- and plug-connected 
appliance in kitchens, not just on countertops.

A GFCI update removes the distance limitation between kitchen receptacle 
outlets and the sink. All receptacles in kitchen now need GFCI.

Kitchen island countertop receptacles must be pop-ups installed in the 
countertop surface, not under the edge of the countertop.

AFCI protection is now required for sleeping quarters in such dwellings as 
police, fire and ranger stations, in addition to previous requirements for hotels, 
dormitories and others.

Surge protection is now required for multifamily dwelling units, dormitory units, 
guest rooms and guest suites of hotels and motels, as well as patient sleeping 
rooms in nursing homes and limited care facilities.

Amendments

Current Number of Amendments: 14

Proposed Number of Amendments: 9
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXXX

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 103, “BUILDINGS AND BUILDING 
REGULATIONS,” ARTICLE III, “TECHNICAL CODES,” DIVISION 2 “BUILDING 
CODES” AND DIVISION 3 ELECTRICAL CODE, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, BY AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS 
RELATING TO BUILDING REGULATIONS; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
DECLARING A PENALTY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLLEGE STATION, 
TEXAS:

PART 1: That Chapter 103, “Buildings and Building Regulations,” Article III, “Technical 
Codes,” Division 2 “Building Codes” and Division 3 “Electrical Code” of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of College Station, Texas, be amended as set out in Exhibit “A” and
Exhibit “B” attached hereto and made a part of this Ordinance for all purposes.

PART 2: If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstances is 
held invalid or unconstitutional, the invalidity or unconstitutionality does not affect other 
provisions or application of this Ordinance or the Code of Ordinances of the City of College 
Station, Texas, that can be given effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision or 
application, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are severable.

PART 3: That any person, corporation, organization, government, governmental subdivision or 
agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, association and any other legal entity violating 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine of not less than twenty five dollars ($25.00) and 
not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) for a 
violation of fire safety, zoning, or public health and sanitation ordinances, other than the dumping 
of refuse. Each day such violation shall continue or be permitted to continue, shall be deemed a 
separate offense. 

PART 4: This Ordinance is a penal ordinance and becomes effective January 1, 2026.
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PASSED, ADOPTED and APPROVED this 13TH day of November 2025.

ATTEST:      APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
City Secretary     Mayor

APPROVED:

_______________________________
City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A

That Chapter 103, “Buildings and Building Regulations,” Article III, “Technical Codes,” Division 2 
“Building Codes” is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 103-131. – International Building Code adopted.

A booklet entitled 'International Building Code 2024 Edition' as amended and as hereafter may be 
amended, at least one (1) copy of which is on file in the office of the Building Official of the City of 
College Station, Texas, is hereby adopted and designated as the Building Code of the City of College 
Station, Texas. In addition, Appendix D of the 2024 International Building Code is hereby adopted.

Sec. 103-132. – International Building Code amended.

The above referenced International Building Code is hereby amended as follows:

1. Section 105 (Permits) is amended by adding Section 105.1.3 to read as follows:

105.1.3 Registration of Contractors.

It shall be the duty of every individual who makes contracts to construct, enlarge, 
alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or 
to erect, install enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, 
mechanical, or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by this code, 
or to cause any such work to be done, and every individual making such contracts 
and subletting the same or any part thereof, to first register with the Building Official, 
giving full name, residence, name and place of business, and in case of removal 
from one place to another to have made corresponding change to the Building 
Official.

Exception: Homeowner permits as provided per local amendment by added 
Section R105.2.4, International Residential Code.

Plumbing Contractors - Plumbing contractors shall be licensed as prescribed by the 
State of Texas and shall register their license with the City of College Station before 
a plumbing permit is issued by the City.

Air Conditioning, Refrigeration and Heating Contractors - Air Conditioning, 
Refrigeration and Heating Contractors shall be licensed by the State of Texas and 
shall register their license with the City of College Station before a mechanical 
permit is issued by the City.

Licensed Irrigators - Irrigation Contractors shall be licensed Irrigators by the State 
of Texas shall register their license with the City of College Station before a lawn 
irrigation permit is issued by the City.

Electrical Contractors - Electrical Contractors shall be licensed by the State shall 
register their license with the City of College Station before an electrical permit is 
issued by the City.

Electrical Sign Contractors – Electrical Sign Contractors shall be licensed by the 
State shall register their license with the City of College Station before a permit is 
issued.

Before any license is registered with the City, the applicant shall have adequate 
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insurance coverage for general liability as provided for by State law for the 
respective trade.

2. Section 105.2 (Work exempt from permit) is amended by deleting item #2 under 
“Building” and replacing with the following: 

“2. Fences of wood, chain link, or similar material, and less than eight feet in height, 
and walls of brick, stone, concrete, or similar material, and less than six feet in 
height, shall not be construed to be a structure, nor shall they require a building 
permit.

3. Section 105.2 (Work exempt from permit) is amended by adding the 
following under “Electrical”:

Replacing Fuses: No permit shall be required for replacing fuses of like 
rating.

Replacing Flush or Snap Switches: No permit shall be required for 
replacing flush or snap switches, receptacles, lamp sockets, the installation 
of lamps, or minor repairs on permanently connected electrical appliances.

Conveying Signals: No permit shall be required for the installation, 
maintenance or alteration of wiring, poles and down guys, apparatus, 
devices, appliances or equipment for telegraph, telephone, signal service or 
central station protective service used in conveying signals or intelligence, 
except where electrical work is done on the primary side of the source of 
power at a voltage over 50 volts and of more than 500 watts.

Wiring by Electric Public Service Company: No permit shall be required 
for the installation, maintenance or alteration of electric wiring, apparatus 
devices, appliances or equipment to be installed by an electric public service 
company for the use of such company in the generation, transmission, 
distribution, sale or utilization of electrical energy. However, an electric 
public service company shall not do any wiring on a customer's distribution 
system, including metering equipment wherever located and transformer 
vaults in which customer's transformers are located, nor shall any of its em- 
ployees do any work other than done for said company as hereinbefore 
provided for by virtue of this exception.

Temporary Wiring: No permit shall be required for the installation of 
temporary wiring, apparatus, devices, appliances or equipment used by a 
recognized electrical training school or college.

Railway Crossing Signal Devices: No permit shall be required for the 
installation and maintenance of railway crossing signal devices, when such 
is performed by due authority of the railroad and in accordance with the 
standards of the American Railroad Association, and in collaboration with 
and approval of the Department of Public Services of the City of College 
Station.

4. Section 107.1 (General) is amended to include the following at the end of the section 
and before the exception: “The design professional shall be an architect or engineer 
legally registered and in compliance under the laws of Texas and shall affix his 
official seal to the construction documents for the following:
1. All group A, E and I occupancies.
2. Building and structures three or more stories in height
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3. Buildings and structures 5,000 square feet or more 
in total area Exception: “Group R-3 buildings, 
Regardless of size”

5. Section 109.4 (Work commencing before permit issuance) is amended by 
deleting the existing text in its entirety and replacing it with the following:

“Any person who commences any work on a building, structure electrical, gas, 
mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining the necessary permits shall be 
subject to a penalty of 100% of the usual fee in addition to the required permit fees.”

6. Section 109.6 (Refunds) is amended by deleting the existing text in its entirety 
and replacing it with the following:

“The City Manager or his designee is authorized to establish a refund policy.”

7. Section [A] 110.3.1 (Footing and foundation inspection) is amended by adding 
the following to the end of said section:

“The Building Official shall have the authority to require a form survey to verify 
building setbacks. Such survey shall be provided to the Building Official prior to 
placement of concrete and prepared by a surveyor licensed to perform work in the 
State of Texas.”

8. Section 110.3.6 (Lath and gypsum board inspection) is amended 
by deleting the section in its entirety.

9. Section 111.2 (Certificate issued) is amended by deleting items number 4, 5, 7, 10, 
and 11.

10. Section 113 (Means of Appeals) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety.

11. Section 116.1 (Unsafe Conditions) is amended by deleting the sentence, “Unsafe 
structures shall be taken down and removed or made safe, as the building official 
deems necessary and as provided for in this section.” and replacing it with the 
following: “Unsafe structures shall be taken down, removed or made safe as 
provided for in Section 1 (C), Chapter 3, Code of Ordinances.”

12. Section 202 (Definitions) is amended by adding “Porte-Cocheres”

1. A passageway through a building or screen wall designed to let vehicles pass 
from street to an interior courtyard.

2. A roofed structure extending from the entrance of a building over an adjacent 
driveway and sheltering those getting in or out of vehicles.

13. Section 202 (Definitions) is amended by deleting the Townhouse definition and 
replacing it with the following:

“Townhouse. A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of attached units 
separated by property lines in which each unit extend from foundation to roof and 
with open space on at least two sides.”

14. Section 303.4 (Assembly Group A-3) is amended by adding “tutorial services”.

15. Section 502.1 (Address identification) is amended by deleting the existing text 
in its entirety and replacing it with the following:
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“502.1 Address identification. An official address, assigned by the Building 
Official or his designee, shall be provided and placed pursuant to this section in 
such a position as to be clearly visible from the public street or roadway fronting 
the property. Addresses placed pursuant to this section shall be a minimum four (4) 
inches in height and stroke of minimum one-half (1/2) inch, composed of a durable 
material and of a color that provides a contrast to the background itself. The official 
address shall be placed a minimum of thirty-six (36) inches and a maximum of 
thirty (30) feet in height measured from the ground level. Buildings or structures 
located more than fifty (50) feet from the street curb shall have an official address 
at least five (5) inches in height. Durable materials used for the official address shall 
include, but not be limited to, wood, plastic, metal, weather resistant paint, weather 
resistant vinyl, or weather resistant material designed for outside use on a glass 
surface. For single family residences, the requirement of this section may be met 
by providing a minimum of two (2) inch high numbers on both sides of a U. S. 
mailbox located near the curb in front of the house, or a freestanding structure with 
numbers at least four (4) inches in height.

A building complex composed of multiple structures or dwellings shall have an 
official suite or unit number assigned to each building, suite or tenant as well as a 
street address number. If there is sufficient street frontage, each building, suite or 
tenant may also be assigned an official street address number. The official street 
address number of each structure must be prominently posted on the building so that 
it is visible from the nearest public street or designated fire lane. Each number

designated by the Building Official, or his designee, for each individual suite or 
unit must be conspicuously posted on each suite or unit.

Commercial buildings with side or rear access in addition to the main entrance, 
shall also display the business name and official address on each side or rear door 
with characters at least two (2) inches in height. Residential structures which 
provide for rear vehicular access from a dedicated public alley, street or designated 
fire lane shall conspicuously post an official address at least two
(2) inches in height so that it is visible from the public alley, street or designated fire 
lane.

The owner or manager of a building complex, which contains an enclosed shopping 
mall, shall submit to the Fire Official four (4) copies of diagrams acceptable to the 
Fire Marshal of the entire complex, indicating the location and number of each 
business. When a change in a business name or location is made, the owner or 
manager shall so advise the Fire Marshal in writing of the change.

When required by the Fire Code Official, address numbers shall be provided in 
additional approved locations to facilitate emergency response.”

16. Table 803.13 (Interior Wall And Ceiling Finish Requirements by Occupancy) is 
amended by deleting the existing text in footnote “d” and replacing it with the 
following:

“Class A interior finish material shall be required in all areas of all assembly 
occupancies, whether sprinklered or not, except as provided for in notes e and f 
below.”

17. Section 902.1.2 (Marking on access doors). Is amended by replacing 2 inches with 
4 inches.
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18. Section 903.1 (General) is amended by adding the following text at the end 
of said section: "For the purpose of this section, the term "fire area" shall be 
replaced with "building area."

19. Section 903.2 (Where Required) is amended by adding the following text at the 
end of the section:

In addition to the requirements of this section, an automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout all new buildings and structures as follows:

1. Where the total building area exceeds 12,000 square feet in area.

2. Where the height exceeds two stories, regardless of area.

20. Section 903.2.1.6 (Assembly Occupancies on Roofs) is amended 
by deleting the exception in its entirety.

21. Section 903.2.3 (Group E) is amended by deleting the exception in its entirety. 
And adding item “4” to read as follows: Group E, day care facilities, as defined in 
Section 203.4.2 of the International Fire Code

22. Section 903.2.4 (Group F-1) is amended by deleting items "2" and "3."

23. Section 903.2.4.2 (Group F-1 distilled spirits) is amended to add: An automatic 
sprinkler system shall be provided throughout a Group F-1 fire area used for the 
manufacture of distilled spirits involving more than 120 gallons of distilled 
spirits (>16% alcohol) in the fire area at any one time

24. Section 903.2.7 (Group M) No. 2 is amended by replacing "three stories above 
grade" with "two stories in height" and by deleting No. 3 in its entirety.

25. Section 903.2.9 (Group S-1) is amended by replacing "three stories above grade" 
with "two stories above grade" in item "2" and by replacing "24,000 square feet" 
with "12,000 square feet" in item "3."

26. Section 903.2.9.3 (Group S-1 Distilled spirits or wine) is amended to add: An 
automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout a Group F-1 fire area 
used for the manufacture of distilled spirits involving more than 120 gallons of 
distilled spirits (>16% alcohol) in the fire area at any one time.

27. Section 903.2.10 (Group S-2 Parking Garages) is amended by deleting the 
exception in its entirety.

28. Section 903.2.11.7 is added:
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Section 903.2.11.7 Buildings over 12,000 sq. ft. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be installed throughout all buildings over 12,000 sq. ft. and greater, and in all 
existing buildings that are enlarged to be 12,000 sq. ft. or greater, and in buildings 
greater than 12,000 sq. ft. which are enlarged. For the purpose of this provision, 
fire walls, fire barriers, or horizontal assemblies shall not define separate buildings.

29. Section 903.2.13 (Porte-cocheres). All porte-cocheres shall be protected with fire 
sprinklers.

Exception: Porte-cocheres of non-combustible construction or a distance of 10 foot 
or greater.

30. Section 903.3.1.1.1 (Exempt locations) is amended by deleting item number 4.

31. Section 903.3.1.2.2 (Corridors and balconies in the means of egress) is amended as 
follows:

903.3.1.2.2 (Corridors and balconies in the means of egress). Sprinkler protection 
shall be provided in all corridors and for all balconies in the means of egress.

32. Section 903.3.1.2.3 (Attics). is amended by deleting items 3.4 and 4.5

33. Section 904.3.5, (Monitoring). is amended by deleting the section and replacing it 
with:

904.3.5 (Monitoring). All automatic fire extinguishing system shall be monitored 
with a system in accordance with NFPA 72.

34. Section 905.1, (General). is amended by adding Section 905.1.1, Safety factor, as 
follows:

905.1.1 (Safety factor). All standpipe systems with the exception of manual 
standpipes shall be designed with a minimum safety factor of 5 PSI or 10% of 
required pressure (whichever is greater) taken at the source for the hydraulically 
most demanding system and/or outlet.

35. Section 905.4, (Location of Class I standpipe hose connections), is amended as 
follows with all other code text to remain as written:

905.4 (Location of Class I standpipe hose connections). Class I standpipe hose 
connections shall be provided in all of the following locations:

1. In every required interior exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided 
for each story above and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be 
located at [the main] an intermediate [floor] landing between stories unless 
otherwise approved by the fire code official.

36. Section 906.1 (Where required) is amended by deleting exception 1 and 2 all 
others remain the same.

37. Section 907.2.1 (Group A) is amended by adding the following section:
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907.2.1.3 Group A-2. An automatic alarm system shall be provided for fire 
areas containing Group A-2 occupancies that have an occupant load of 100 
or more.

38. Section 907.2.7.1.1, (Occupant notification). is repealed in its entirety.

39. Section 907.2.8.2, (Automatic smoke detection system), is hereby amended to read 
as follows:

907.2.8.2 (Automatic smoke detection system). An automatic smoke detection 
system that activates the occupant notification system in accordance with Section 
907.5 shall be installed throughout all interior corridors serving sleeping units. 
The automatic smoke detection system requirement is met only by the installation 
of smoke or beam detectors whenever possible. If environmental conditions do 
not allow the installation of smoke detectors, fire alarm heat detectors may be 
used on a limited basis when approved by the fire code official.

Exception: An automatic smoke detection system is not required in buildings 
that do not have interior corridors serving sleeping units and where each 
sleeping unit has a means of egress door opening directly to an exit or to an 
exterior exit access that leads directly to an exit.

Exception: An automatic smoke detection system is not required in buildings 
that do not have interior corridors serving sleeping units and where each 
sleeping unit has a means of egress door opening directly to an exit or to an 
exterior exit access that leads directly to an exit.

40. Section 907.2.13.2 (Fire department communication system) is deleted in its 
entirety

41. Section 907.2.13.1.2,(Duct smoke detection), is amended to read as
follows:

907.2.13.1.2 (Duct smoke detection). Duct smoke detectors complying with 
Section 907.3.1 shall be located in accordance with the NFPA 90A: Standard for the 
Installation of Air-Conditioning and Ventilating Systems or as follows:

1. In the main return air and exhaust air plenum of each air-conditioning system 
having a capacity greater than 2,000 cubic feet per minute (cfm) (0.94 m3/s). 
Such detectors shall be located in a serviceable area downstream of the last duct 
inlet.

2. At each connection to a vertical duct or riser serving two or more stories from a 
return air duct or plenum of an air-conditioning system. In Group R-1 and R-2 
occupancies, a smoke detector is allowed to be used in each return air riser 
carrying not more than 5,000 cfm (2.4 m3/s) and serving not more than 10 air-
inlet openings.

42. Section 907.2, (Where required - new buildings and structures), is amended by 
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adding Section 907.2.24, Fire alarm systems for property protection, to read as 
follows:

907.2.24 (Fire alarm systems for property protection). Fire alarm systems 
dedicated solely to the protection of property are permitted to be installed in 
facilities where a fire alarm system is not required by other sections of this code 
or the International Building Code provided the following conditions are met:

1. Any and all automatic detection is installed, located and maintained in 
accordance with the requirements of NFPA 72 and a documentation cabinet as 
required by NFPA 72 is provided and installed.

2.The installed system is monitored by a supervising station which provides 
remote and central station service.

3.One manual means of activation is installed in an approved location

4.Where the fire alarm system control unit is located in an area that is not 
readily accessible to response personnel, a remote fire alarm system 
annunciator panel is installed.

43. Section 907.2, (Where Required) – is amended by adding Section 907.2.25, Fire 
alarm systems for property protection, to read as follows:

907.2.25.1 (Group R-4) Fire alarm systems and smoke alarms shall be installed in 
Group R-4 occupancies as required in Sections 907.2.10.1 through 907.2.10.3. 
Section 907.2.10.1 Manual fire alarm system. A manual fire alarm system that 
activates the occupant notification system in accordance with Section 907.5 shall 
be installed in Group R-4 occupancies.

Exceptions:

1.A manual fire alarm system is not required in buildings not more than two 
stories in height where all individual sleeping units and contiguous attic and 
crawl spaces to those units are separated from each other and public or common 
areas by not less than 1-hour fire partitions and each individual sleeping unit has 
an exit directly to a public way, egress court or yard.

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required throughout the building where all of the 
following conditions are met:

2.1. The building is equipped throughout with an automatic 
  sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 
  903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2.

2.2. The notification appliances will activate upon sprinkler water flow.

2.3.   Not fewer than one manual fire alarm box is installed at an 
  approved location.

3. Manual fire alarm boxes in resident or patient sleeping areas shall not be required 
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at exits where located at all nurses’ control stations or other constantly attended 
staff locations, provided such stations are visible and continuously accessible and 
that the distances of travel required in Section 907.4.2.1 are not exceeded. 

907.2.25.2 (Automatic smoke detection system). An automatic smoke detection 
system that activates the occupant notification system in accordance with Section 
907.5 shall be installed in corridors, waiting areas open to corridors and habitable 
spaces other than sleeping units and kitchens.

Exceptions:
1. Smoke detection in habitable spaces is not required where the facility is equipped 
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with 
Section 903.3.1.1.

2. An automatic smoke detection system is not required in buildings that do not 
have interior corridors serving sleeping units and where each sleeping unit has a 
means of egress door opening directly to an exit or to an exterior exit access that 
leads directly to an exit.

907.2.25.3 (Smoke alarms). Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms shall be 
installed in accordance with Section 907.2.11.

44. Section 907.3.1, (Duct smoke detectors), is amended to read as follows:

907.3.1 (Duct smoke detectors). Smoke detectors installed in ducts shall be listed for 
the air velocity, temperature and humidity present in the duct. Duct smoke detectors 
shall be connected to the building's fire alarm control unit where a fire alarm system 
is required by Section 907.2. Activation of a duct smoke detector shall initiate a 
visible and audible supervisory signal at a Central monitoring station and shall 
perform the intended fire safety function in accordance with this code, NFPA 90A: 
Standard for the Installation of Air-Conditioning and Ventilating Systems and the 
International Mechanical Code. In facilities that are required to be monitored by a 
supervising station, duct smoke detectors shall report only as a supervisory signal 
and not as a fire alarm. They shall not be used as a substitute for required open area 
detection. 2021 International Building- Related Code.

Exceptions:

1.In occupancies not required to be equipped with a fire alarm system, 
actuation of a smoke detector shall activate a visible and an audible signal in 
an approved location. Smoke detector trouble conditions shall activate a 
visible or audible signal in an approved location and shall be identified as air 
duct detector trouble.

2.For fire alarm systems which cannot be programmed for supervisory 
signals, duct detectors shall be allowed to activate the alarm signal.

45. Section 907.3., (Fire safety functions), is amended by adding 907.3.5, Fire 
alarm systems - emergency control, as follows:

907.3.5 (Fire alarm systems - emergency control). At a minimum, the following 
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functions, where provided, shall be activated by the fire alarm system:

1. Elevator capture and control in accordance with ASME/ANSI A17.1b, 
Safety Code for Elevators and Escalators.

2. Release of automatic door closures and hold open devices

3. Stairwell and/or elevator shaft pressurization.

4. Smoke management and/or smoke control systems.

5. Initiation of automatic fire extinguishing equipment.

6. Emergency lighting control.

7. Unlocking of doors.

8. Emergency shutoff of gas and fuel supplies that may be hazardous 
provided the continuation of service is not essential to the 
preservation of life.

9. Emergency shutoff of audio systems for sound reinforcement or 
entertainment (i.e. music systems, systems for announcement and broadcast 
which are separate from public address systems) provided that such systems 
are not used to issue emergency instructions.

10. Emergency shutoff of systems used for the creation of displays or 
special effects (i.e. lighting effects, laser light shows, projection 
equipment).

46. Section 907.4.2.1, (Location), is amended to add the Exception to read as follows:

907.4.2.1 (Location). Manual fire alarm boxes shall be located not more than 5 
feet (1524 mm) from the entrance to each exit. In buildings not protected by an 
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2, 
additional manual fire alarm boxes shall be located so that the distance of 
travel to the nearest box does not exceed 200 feet (60 960 mm).

Exception: Where construction of the building prohibits the proper installation of a 
pull station (e.g. glass walls, interior brick or rock walls), a pull station shall be 
allowed to be located in the normal path of egress, where approved by the Fire 
Marshal or designee.

47. Section 907.5.1.1, (Presignal feature), is amended to read as follows:

907.5.1.1 (Presignal feature and positive alarm sequences). A presignal feature or 
Positive Alarm Sequence as defined in NFPA 72 shall not be installed unless 
approved by the fire code official. Request to use a presignal feature or a Positive 
Alarm Sequence must be submitted in writing to the Fire Marshal and approval 
granted before installation. Where a presignal feature or Positive Alarm Sequence 
is provided, a signal shall be annunciated at a constantly attended location approved 
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by the fire code official, so that occupant notification can be activated in 2021 
International Building- Related Codes the event of fire or other emergency. When 
approved by the fire code official, the presignal feature or Positive Alarm Sequence 
shall be implemented in accordance with the requirements of NFPA 72.

48. Section 907.5.2.3, (Visible alarms), is amended by adding a subsection 
907.5.2.3.4, Group R-2 sleeping areas, and Section 907.5.2.3.5, Combination 
devices, to read as follows:

907.5.2.3.4 (Group R-2 sleeping areas). Living rooms in Group R-2 
occupancies shall have audible notification appliances that meet the sleeping area 
audible requirements of NFPA 72, Chapter 18, Section 18.4.5, and Subsection 
18.4.5.1. When such units are required to be equipped with visible notification 
for the hearing impaired or when such units are designated as accessible in 
accordance with ICC/ANSI A117.1, combination audible and visible notification 
appliances that meet both the sleeping area audible requirements of NFPA 72, 
Chapter 18, Section 18.4.5, Subsection 18.4.5.1 and the effective intensity 
settings of NFPA 72, Chapter 18.5.5.7.2 shall be installed.

907.5.2.3.5 (Combination devices). Combination 120 VAC single or multiple-
station smoke detectors with an onboard visible notification appliance if utilized 
to meet the requirements of Section 907.2.11, will not be given credit for 
meeting the visible alarm notification requirements of Section 907.5.2.3.3 if 
these devices do not have the capability of supplying backup power for the 
visible notification appliance portion of the device. Should such devices be 
utilized to comply with Section 907.2.11, the visible appliance side of the device 
shall flash in synchronization with the notification appliances required in the 
unit.

49. Section 907.6.3, (Initiating device identification), is amended to read as follows 
with exceptions to remain as written:

907.6.3 (Initiating device identification). The fire alarm system shall identify the 
specific initiating device address, location, device type, and floor level where 
applicable and status including indication of normal, alarm, trouble and 
supervisory status, to the fire alarm panel, annunciator panel and to the 
supervising station as appropriate.

50. Section 907.5.2.3.1 (Public Use Areas and Common Use Areas) is amended 
by deleting the exception and adding Section 907.5.2.3.1.1 to read as 
follows:

Section 907.5.2.3.1.1 (Employee Work Areas). Where a fire alarm and 
detection system is required, employee work areas shall be provided with 
devices that provide audible and visible alarm notification.

51. Section 912.2.1, (Visible location), is amended by adding the following sentence 
to the end of that section to read as follows:

912.2.1 (Visible location). Fire department connections shall be located on the 
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street side of buildings or facing approved fire apparatus access roads, fully 
visible and recognizable from the street, fire apparatus access road or nearest 
point of fire department vehicle access or as otherwise approved by the fire code 
official. The fire department connection shall be identified by a sign installed 
above the connection with the letters “FDC” not less than 6 inches high and 
mounted at least 3 feet above the FDC to the bottom edge of the sign unless 
approved by the fire code official and if multiple FDC’s a sign identifying the 
corresponding riser.

52. Section 912.2.2, (Existing buildings), is amended to read as follows:

912.2.2 (Existing buildings). On existing buildings, wherever the fire department 
connection is not visible to approaching fire apparatus, the fire department 
connection shall be indicated by an approved sign mounted on the street front or 
on the side of the building. Such sign shall have the letters “FDC” not less than 6 
inches (152 mm) high and words in letters not less than 2 inches (51 mm) high or 
an arrow to indicate the location. Signs shall be mounted no lower than 7 feet 
from grade to the bottom edge of the sign and are subject to the approval of the 
fire code official.

53. Section 912.2 (Location), is amended to add the following:

Section 912.2.3 (Distance). Fire department connection shall not be located 
further than 100 feet from the fire hydrant measured by lay of hose from the 
engine.

54. Section 912.4.1, (Locking fire department connection caps), is amended to read as 
follows:

912.4.1 (Locking fire department connection caps). Locking caps are required on 
all fire department connections for water-based fire protection systems including 
but not limited to FDC’s and standpipes.

55. Section 912, (Fire Department Connections), is amended by adding Section 
912.7, Location and type, as follows:

912.7 (Location and type). Sprinkler system and standpipe fire department hose 
connections shall be as follows:

1. Within 40 feet of a public street, approved fire lane, or access roadway 

2. Within 100 feet of an approved fire hydrant measured per hose lay.

3. All structures are required to have a five inch "Storz" connection.
a. Where provided, the five inch "Storz" inlet shall be installed at a 

30-degree angle pointing down.
i. Exception: NFPA 13R system requiring less than 250 gpm.

4. Minimum of two feet above finished grade and a maximum of four feet 
above finished grade for standard inlets and minimum of 30 inches at 
lowest point above finished grade and maximum of four feet above 
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finished grade for the five inch "Storz" inlet.

5. Freestanding FDCs shall be installed a minimum of one foot and a 
maximum of seven feet from the gutter face of the curb.

6. The Fire Code Official shall approve the location of freestanding 
fire department connections. Freestanding FDCs must be physically 
protected against impact per the requirements of Section 312 or 
other approved means.

7. Fire department connections for H occupancies shall be freestanding, 
remote and located as determined by the fire code official.

8. Fire department connections for systems protecting fuel storage 
tanks shall be freestanding, remote and located as determined by 
the fire code official.

56. Section 1004.5.1 (Increased occupant load) is amended by deleting the section in 
its entirety.

57. Section 1004.9 (Posting of occupant load) is amended by adding the following 
text to the end of said section:

“For the purposes of this section, the occupant load shall be the number of 
occupants computed at the rate of one occupant per unit of area as prescribed in 
Table 1004.5.”

58. Section 1612.3 (Establishment of flood hazard areas) is amended by inserting 
“Brazos County” for name of jurisdiction and “July 2, 1992 or February 9, 2000” 
for the date of issuance.

59. Section 1907 (Slab-on-ground) is amended by adding Section 1907.1.1 to read as 
follows: 
“Section 1907.1.1 Minimum foundation standard. All slabs-on-grade with turned-
down footings shall comply with the Minimum Foundation Standard as shown in 
figure 1.”
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1. APPENDIX D (FIRE DISTRICTS) is hereby adopted.
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Sec. 103-133. - Fire limits.

The fire district referenced in any code or ordinance adopted by the City shall be construed to be the 
following described area.

1. Beginning at the south corner of Farm Highway No. 60 and Old Highway No. 6, Block 8 
Boyett Addition;

Thence northeast along center of Farm Highway No. 60 through Blocks 8,1, and 2 to east 
corner of Tauber Street and Farm Highway No. 60;

Thence northwest approximately 189 feet;

Thence southwest to east corner of Block 1, Lot 21, to corner of Main and Patricia Streets;

Thence northwest approximately 50 feet;

Thence southwest approximately 190 feet which includes Lots 21 to 26 inclusive, also 
Block 1, Boyett Addition;

Thence northwest approximately 150 feet to the Church Avenue;

Thence southwest approximately 52 feet to Patricia Street which includes Lots 18 to 27 
and 28, Block 1, Boyett Addition;

Thence southwest on Patricia Street to Old Highway No. 6;

Thence southeast approximately 200 feet along center of Old Highway No. 6 to the place 
of beginning.

2. Save and except the area described as follows:

Beginning at the intersection of the northwest right-of-way line of the University Drive 
and the northeast right-of-way line of Boyett Street;

Thence northwest along the northeast right-of-way line of Boyett Street to the southeast 
right-of-way line of Patricia Street;

Thence northeast along the southeast right-of-way line of Patricia Street approximately 
235 feet;

Thence southeast through Lot. No. 11, Block No. 1, Boyett addition, 25 feet from and 
parallel to the line between Lot No. 11 and Lot No. 12 to the northwest right-of-way line 
of University Drive;

Thence southwest along the northwest right-of-way line of University Drive to the place 
of beginning and being all of Lot No. 13, all of Lot No. 12, and the southwest 25 feet of 
Lot No. 11, Block No. 1, Boyett Addition.



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXXX                                                                                                                    Page 18 of 50

3. Beginning at the corner of George Bush Drive and Montclair Street, Block 8, West Park 
Addition;

Thence southwest along centerline to Highlands Street, which includes Lots 1 to 13 
inclusive;

Thence southeast along centerline of Highlands Street, 100 feet to alley;

Thence northeast to east corner of Lot No. 1, Block No. 8, Montclair Avenue;

Thence northwest 100 feet to place of beginning.
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Sec. 103-134. – Amendments to the International Residential Code.

The International Residential Code adopted by reference in Section 101.4, 2024 International 
Building Code, is hereby amended as follows:

1. Section R102.4 (Referenced codes and standards) is amended by adding the following to 
said section:

“Any reference to the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the National Electrical Code, as 
adopted and amended by the City of College Station.”

(Reason: The City of College Station has adopted the National Electrical Code to
regulate electrical installations.)

2. Section R105.2 (Work exempt from permit) is amended by deleting number one under 
“Building” and replacing it with the following: 

“1. One detached accessory structure per residential lot, provided the floor area does not 
exceed 120 square feet and the structure complies with all of the following:

a. The accessory structure is not located in a surface drainage easement.
b. The accessory structure is not permanently affixed to the ground.
c. The accessory structure is located in the rear yard.
d. The accessory structure is not provided with utilities (sewer, water, gas or      
 electricity).”

(Reason: this amendment allows a small accessory structure without utilities in the 
rear yard.  Area restriction is consistent with language in the IBC.)

3. Section R105.2 (Work exempt from permit) is amended by deleting number ten under 
“Building” and replacing with the following:

“10. Uncovered decks, patios or other raised floor surfaces located not more      
than 30 inches above adjacent grade and are not attached to a dwelling.”

(Reason: Guardrail provisions become effective on decks, porches or other raised  
surfaces that are located more than 30 inches from adjacent grade.) 

4. Section R105.2.4 is added to read as follows:  

“R105.2.4 Homeowner permit. A property owner may obtain a building permit to 
perform work on a building owned and occupied by him as his homestead without 
registering with the City as a contractor.  However, work involving the electrical, 
plumbing and mechanical systems must be permitted and installed by licensed 
contractors.”

(Reason: Allows a homeowner to obtain a building permit for work on his 
homestead.)

5. Section R106.3.1 (Approval of construction documents) is amended by deleting     
the last sentence in said section. 

(Reason: The last sentence requires one set of construction documents be returned to 
the applicant and kept at the site during construction.  It is not consistent with local 
practice to require two sets of construction documents, returning one set to the 
applicant, for 1 & 2 family dwellings.)

6. Section R108.5 (Refunds) is amended by deleting the text in said section and replacing it 
with the following:

“The City Manager or his designee is authorized to establish a refund policy.”

(Reason: A refund policy for permit fees already exists.  This amendment also 
makes the fee refund requirement consistent with the other I-Codes) 

7. Section R109.1.1 (Foundation Inspection) is amended by adding the following to the end 
of said section:



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXXX                                                                                                                    Page 20 of 50

“The Building Official shall have the authority to require a form survey to verify 
building setbacks. Such survey shall be provided to the Building Official prior to 
placement of concrete and prepared by a surveyor licensed to perform work in the State 
of Texas.”

(Reason: Gives the building official the authority to require a form survey when 
building placement is critical. A survey would likely be required for zero lot line 
construction and instances where the building is located on or near the building 
setback line on one or more sides.)

8. Section R112 (Means of Appeals) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(Reason: The City has already provided for the establishment of the Construction 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals in Section 1(A), Chapter 3, College Station 
Code of Ordinances.)

9. Section R202 (Definitions) is also amended by adding the following definitions:

Air Gap, Irrigation System. A complete physical separation between the free flowing
discharge end of a potable water supply pipeline and an open or non-pressure receiving
vessel.
Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker. An assembly containing an air inlet valve, a check seat,
and an air inlet port. The flow of water into the body causes the air inlet valve to close the
air inlet port. When the flow of water stops the air inlet valve falls and forms a check
against back-siphonage. At the same time it opens the air inlet port allowing air to enter
and satisfy the vacuum. Also known as an Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker Back-
Siphonage Prevention Assembly.
Backflow Prevention, Irrigation System. The mechanical prevention of reverse flow, or
back siphonage, of nonpotable water from an irrigation system into the potable water
source.
Backflow Prevention Assembly. Any assembly used to prevent backflow into a potable
water system. The type of assembly used is based on the existing or potential degree of
health hazard and backflow condition.
Completion of Irrigation System Installation. When the landscape irrigation system
has been installed, all minimum standards met, all tests performed, and the irrigator is
satisfied that the system is operating correctly.
Consulting, Irrigation System. The act of providing advice, guidance, review or
recommendations related to landscape irrigation systems.
Cross-Connection. An actual or potential connection between a potable water source
and an irrigation system that may contain contaminates or pollutants or any source of
water that has been treated to a lesser degree in the treatment process.
Design, Irrigation System. The act of determining the various elements of a landscape
irrigation system that will include, but not be limited to, elements such as collecting site
specific information, defining the scope of the project, defining plant watering needs,
selecting and laying out emission devices, locating system components, conducting
hydraulics calculations, identifying any local regulatory requirements, or scheduling
irrigation work at a site. Completion of the various components will result in an irrigation
plan.
Design Pressure, Irrigation System. The pressure that is required for an emission
device to operate properly. Design pressure is calculated by adding the operating
pressure necessary at an emission device to the total of all pressure losses accumulated
from an emission device to the water source.
Double Check Valve. An assembly that is composed of two independently acting,
approved check valves, including tightly closed resilient seated shutoff valves attached at
each end of the assembly and fitted with properly located resilient seated test cocks. Also
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known as a Double Check Valve Backflow Prevention Assembly.
Emission Device. Any device that is contained within an irrigation system and that is
used to apply water. Common emission devices in an irrigation system include, but are
not limited to, spray and rotary sprinkler heads, and drip irrigation emitters.
Employed, Irrigation Systems. Engaged or hired to provide consulting services or
perform any activity relating to the sale, design, installation, maintenance, alteration,
repair, or service to irrigation systems. A person is employed if that person is in an
employer-employee relationship as defined by Internal Revenue Code, 26 United States
Code Service, §3212(d) based on the behavioral control, financial control, and the type of
relationship involved in performing employment related tasks.
Head-to-Head Spacing, Irrigation System. The spacing of spray or rotary heads equal
to the manufacturer’s published radius of the head.
Health Hazard, Irrigation System. A cross-connection or potential cross-connection with
an irrigation system that involves any substance that may, if introduced into the potable
water supply, cause death or illness, spread disease, or have a high probability of
causing such effects.
Hydraulics. The science of dynamic and static water; the mathematical computation of
determining pressure losses and pressure requirements of an irrigation system.
Installer, Irrigation System. A person who actually connects an irrigation system to a
private or public raw or potable water supply system or any water supply, who is licensed
according to Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 30 (relating to Occupational
Licenses and Registrations).
Irrigation Inspector. A person who inspects irrigation systems and performs other
enforcement duties for a municipality or water district as an employee or as a contractor
and is required to be licensed under Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 30
(relating to Occupational Licenses and Registrations).
Irrigation Plan. A scaled drawing of a landscape irrigation system which lists required
information, the scope of the project, and represents the changes made in the installation
of the irrigation system.
Irrigation Services. Selling, designing, installing, maintaining, altering, repairing,
servicing, permitting, providing consulting services regarding, or connecting an irrigation
system to a water supply.
Irrigation System. An assembly of component parts, including the backflow device and
all equipment downstream, that is permanently installed for the controlled distribution and
conservation of water to irrigate any type of landscape vegetation in any location, and/or
to reduce dust or control erosion. This term does not include a system that is used on or
by an agricultural operation as defined by Texas Agricultural Code, §251.002.
Irrigation Technician. A person who works under the supervision of a licensed irrigator
to install, maintain, alter, repair, service or supervise installation of an irrigation system,
including the connection of such system in or to a private or public, raw or potable water
supply system or any water supply, and who is required to be licensed under Title 30,
Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 30 (relating to Occupational Licenses and
Registrations).
Irrigation Zone. A subdivision of an irrigation system with a matched precipitation rate
based on plant material type (such as turf, shrubs, or trees), microclimate factors (such
as sun/shade ratio), topographic features (such as slope) and soil conditions (such as
sand, loam, clay, or combination) or for hydrological control.
Irrigator. A person who sells, designs, offers consultations regarding, installs, maintains,
alters, repairs, services or supervises the installation of an irrigation system, including the
connection of such system to a private or public, raw or potable water supply system or
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any water supply, and who is required to be licensed under Title 30, Texas Administrative
Code, Chapter 30.
Irrigator-in-Charge. The irrigator responsible for all irrigation work performed by an
exempt business owner, including, but not limited to obtaining permits, developing design
plans, supervising the work of other irrigators or irrigation technicians, and installing,
selling, maintaining, altering, repairing, or servicing a landscape irrigation system.
Landscape Irrigation. The science of applying the necessary amount of water to
promote or sustain healthy growth of plant material or turf.
Irrigation License. An occupational license that is issued by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality under Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 30 to an
individual that authorizes the individual to engage in an activity that is covered by Title 30,
Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 30.
Mainline, Irrigation System. A pipe within an irrigation system that delivers water from
the water source to the individual zone valves.
Maintenance Checklist, Irrigation System. A document made available to the irrigation
system’s owner or owner’s representative that contains information regarding the
operation and maintenance of the irrigation system, including, but not limited to: checking
and repairing the irrigation system, setting the automatic controller, checking the rain or
moisture sensor, cleaning filters, pruning grass and plants away from irrigation emitters,
using and operating the irrigation system, the precipitation rates of each irrigation zone
within the system, any water conservation measures currently in effect from the water
purveyor, the name of the water purveyor, a suggested seasonal or monthly watering
schedule based on current evapotranspiration data for the geographic region, and the
minimum water requirements for the plant material in each zone based on the soil type
and plant material where the system is installed.
Major Maintenance, Alteration, Repair, or Service (Irrigation System). Any activity
that involves opening to the atmosphere the irrigation main line at any point prior to the
discharge side of any irrigation zone control valve. This includes, but is not limited to,
repairing or connecting into a main supply pipe, replacing a zone control valve, or
repairing a zone control valve in a manner that opens the system to the atmosphere.
Master Valve, Irrigation System. A remote control valve located after the backflow
prevention device that controls the flow of water to the irrigation system mainline.
Matched Precipitation Rate. The condition in which all sprinkler heads within an
irrigation zone apply water at the same rate.
New Installation, Irrigation System. An irrigation system installed at a location where
one did not previously exist .
Pass-through Contract. A written contract between a contractor or builder and a
licensed irrigator or exempt business owner to perform part or all of the irrigation services
relating to an irrigation system.
Pressure Vacuum Breaker. An assembly containing an independently operating
internally loaded check valve and an independently operating loaded air inlet valve
located on the discharge side of the check valve. Also known as a Pressure Vacuum
Breaker Back-siphonage Prevention Assembly.
Reclaimed Water. Domestic or municipal wastewater which has been treated to a quality
suitable for beneficial use, such as landscape irrigation.
Records of Landscape Irrigation Activities. The irrigation plans, contracts, warranty
information, invoices, copies of permits, and other documents that relate to the
installation, maintenance, alteration, repair, or service of a landscape irrigation system.
Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Assembly. An assembly containing
two independently acting approved check valves together with a hydraulically operating



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXXX                                                                                                                    Page 23 of 50

mechanically independent pressure differential relief valve located between the two
check valves and below the first check valve.
Static Water Pressure. The pressure of water when it is not moving.
Supervision, Landscape Irrigation. The on-the-job oversight and direction by a
licensed irrigator who is fulfilling his or her professional responsibility to the client and/or
employer in compliance with local or state requirements. Also a licensed installer working
under the direction of a licensed irrigator or an irrigation technician who is working under
the direction of a licensed irrigator to install, maintain, alter, repair or service an irrigation
system.
Water Conservation, Irrigation System. The design, installation, service, and operation
of an irrigation system in a manner that prevents the waste of water, promotes the most
efficient use of water, and applies the least amount of water that is required to maintain
healthy individual plant material or turf, reduce dust, and control erosion.
Zone Flow. A measurement, in gallons per minute or gallons per hour, of the actual flow
of water through a zone valve, calculated by individually opening each zone valve and
obtaining a valid reading after the pressure has stabilized. For design purposes, the zone
flow is the total flow of all nozzles in the zone at a specific pressure.
Zone Valve, Irrigation System. An automatic valve that controls a single zone of a
landscape irrigation system.

10. Section R302.1 (Exterior walls) is amended by deleting the existing text and replacing it 
with the following: 

R302.1 Exterior walls. Exterior walls with a fire separation distance less than 3 feet shall 
have not less than a one hour fire-resistive rating with exposure from both sides. The above 
provisions shall not apply to walls which are perpendicular to the line used to determine the 
fire separation distance.

Exception: Tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar structures exempted from 
permits by Section R105.2 are not required to provide wall protection based on location on 
the lot.  

Projections. Projections may extend beyond the exterior wall on zero lot line construction. 
Projections shall be constructed from non-combustible material on the underside and may 
allow manufactured perforated soffit material installed for attic ventilation.  The soffit may 
project a maximum of 18 inches, excluding non-combustible gutters, over the adjacent 
property line.   

Exception:  Tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar structures exempted from 
permits by Section R 105.2 shall not extend over the lot line in zero lot line construction.

Combustibles in maintenance easement. The construction of any structure utilizing 
combustible material or the storage of combustible material is prohibited within the 
maintenance easement. The term “maintenance easement” is defined in Article 11 of the 
UDO.

Exception: A wood fence may be installed in the maintenance easement.
(Reason: Provides for protected overhangs on “zero lot line” construction.) 

11. Section R302.5.1 Opening protection; change to read as follows: 

R302.5.1 Opening protection. Openings from a private garage directly into a room used 
for sleeping purposes shall not be permitted. Other openings between the garage and 
dwelling unit shall be equipped with solid wood doors not less than 1-3/8 inches (35 mm) 















































ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXXX                                                                                                                    Page 46 of 50

(Reason: The appendix provides the minimum specifications for boarding up a structure.  
This can be utilized by a jurisdiction to set a consistent boarding quality standard.)

Sec. 103-139. – Amendments to the International Energy Conservation Code.

The International Energy Conservation Code adopted by reference in Section 101.4.6, 2024 
International Building Code, is hereby amended as follows:
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1. Section C&R102.4(Referenced codes and standards) is amended by adding the 
following to said section:

“Any reference to the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the National Electrical Code, 
as adopted and amended by the City of College Station.”

2. Section C&R109 (Means of Appeals) is amended by deleting the section in its 
entirety.

3. Section C402.6 (Air leakage- building thermal envelope) is amended by adding an 
exception:

“Exception: The air leakage – thermal envelope shall be considered acceptable when 
the items listed in Table R402.5.1.1, applicable to the method of construction, are 
field verified.  Where required by the code official, an approved third party, 
independent from the installer, shall inspect and approve the thermal envelope and 
insulation installation.”

4. Section R401.3 (Certificate) is amended by deleting the existing text from said 
section and inserting:

“The certificate shall list the types and efficiencies of heating, cooling and service 
water heating equipment.  Where a gas-fired unvented room heater, electric furnace, 
or baseboard electric heater is installed in the residence, the certificate shall list 
“gas-fired unvented room heater,” “electric furnace” or “baseboard electric heater.” 
as appropriate.  An efficiency shall not be listed for gas-fired unvented room 
heaters, electric furnaces or electric baseboard heaters.”

5. Section R402.5.1.2 (Air Leakage Testing) is amended by adding an exception:

“Exception: Building envelope tightness and insulation installation shall be 
considered acceptable when the items listed in Table R402.5.1.1, applicable to the 
method of construction, are field verified.  Where required by the code official, an 
approved third-party independent from the installer, shall inspect and approve the 
air barrier and insulation installation.”

6.  Section R402.5.5 (Air-Sealed Electrical and communication outlet boxes. Is 
amended by adding the following to the end of the section:

 “On-site sealing of boxes is acceptable, when using approved sealant materials”

7.  Section R403.3.3 (Ductwork located outside conditioned space) is amended by 
adding the following to the end of the section:  

“Supply and return air ducts in unconditioned spaces may have an insulation R-
Value of 6 when installed in conjunction with an air conditioner having a minimum 
SEER rating of 16.”

8. Section R403.3.7 (Duct System Testing) is amended by adding an additional 
exception below said section: 
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Exception: 5. Duct tightness shall be considered acceptable when the items listed 
below, applicable to the method of construction, are field verified:

Connections:

a. Seal core to collar with UL listed mastic or at least 2 wraps of UL 
181 listed tape.

b. Secure connection with mechanical clamp placed over the core and 
tape.

c. Pull jacket and insulation back over core.  Use a mechanical clamp, 
two wraps of UL 181 listed tape or UL listed mastic to secure 
insulation.

Splices

a. Butt two cores together on a 4” length metal sleeve.
b. Secure core and sleeve with UL listed mastic or two wraps of UL 

181 listed tape
c. Secure connection with 2 clamps placed over the taped core ends.
d. Pull jacket and insulation back over core.  Use two wraps of UL 

181 listed tape or UL listed mastic to secure insulation.

9. Section R403 (Systems) is amended by adding R403.14 to read as follows:

“403.14 Heating equipment.  Electrical resistance heat may be used as the primary 
source of heating for residential use not exceeding five hundred (500) square feet in 
area.”

10. Section R404.2 (Interior Lighting Controls) Is amended by deleting this section in 
its entirety.

11. Section R406.6 (Verification by approved agency) is amended by replacing the 
existing text with:

“The Code Official may require verification of compliance with Section R406 be
completed by an approved third party.”
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EXHIBIT B

That Chapter 103, “Buildings and Building Regulations,” Article III, “Technical Codes,” Division 3 
“Electrical Code” is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 103-162. – National Electrical Code adopted.

A booklet entitled ‘National Electrical Code 2023 Edition’ as amended and as hereafter may be
amended, at least one (1) copy of which is on file in the office of the Building Official of the City 
of College Station, Texas, is hereby adopted and designated as the Electrical Code of College
Station, Texas.

Sec. 103-163. – Amendments to the National Electrical Code.

1. Section 210.23 (B) 15- and 20- Ampere Branch Circuits. It shall also be amended 
to include the following sentence after said section:

“However, a circuit shall not serve more than ten openings.”

2. Section 210.52 (B) Small Appliances shall be amended by adding the following 
subsection: 

“(4) Separate Circuit Required. A separate circuit is required for each refrigerator, 
deep freeze, dishwasher, disposal, trash compactor or any other load exceeding six 
(6) amperes.”

3. Section 210.52 (C) Countertops And Work Surfaces shall be amended to include 
after the words ‘…with 210.52 (C) (1) through (C) (3). the following sentence: 

“However, a separate circuit is required for microwave ovens or any other counter top 
appliance with a load exceeding six (6) amperes.”

4. Section 210.52 (F) Laundry Areas.  Shall be amended to include after the words '. . 
. for the installation of laundry equipment.' the following sentence:  

“However, a separate circuit is required for a washing machine or any other laundry 
appliance with a load exceeding six (6) amperes.”

5. Section 210.52(1) One-Family and Two-Family Dwelling. Shall be amended by 
adding the following subsection: 

 “(J) Other Locations.  A separate circuit is required for each well pump or other 
outdoor loads exceeding six (6) amperes.” 

6. Article 230 Services. Shall be amended by adding the following section:

“230.11 Meter Mounting Heights.  Individual meters shall be mounted at a height 
not greater than 5'-6” or less than 4'-6" above finished grade, measured to the center 
line of the meter base.  Meter packs shall be mounted with its horizontal centerline 
not greater than 4'-6” or less than 4'-0" above finished grade.”

“Exception: Meters and meter packs may be mounted at a different height by special 
permission of the Building Official or his designee when special conditions make the 
installation at the above heights impractical. “

7. Section 230.70 General shall be amended by adding the following subsection:

“(D) Service Disconnecting Means for Commercial Buildings and Structures. For 
commercial buildings and structures, the service disconnecting means shall be 
installed on the outside of the building or structure. A power operated disconnect 
switch (shunt trip) is permitted for service disconnects rated 1000 amps or more. All 
shunt trip disconnecting means shall be of the maintained contact type in an approved, 
lockable enclosure. All service disconnects shall be clearly marked in a permanent 
manner. 
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Exception: A power operated disconnect switch (shunt trip) may be allowed on 
service disconnects rated less than 1000 amps, if the applicant requests an exception 
from the Electrical Division and Building Official and satisfies the official that one of 
the following criteria has been met. 

(a) A power operated disconnect switch (shunt trip) may be used for a service 
disconnect rated less than 1000 amps when the building or structure is served 
by a single transformer and the transformer is not anticipated to be used for 
multiple services; or

(b) A power operated disconnect switch (shunt trip) may be used for a service 
disconnect rated less than 1000 amps on an existing building or structure when 
space is not available to mount an external disconnect.

(Reason: This was an existing amendment that was changed to require a 
maintained contact type, shunt trip.

8. Article 230 Services. Shall be amended by adding the following section:

“230.70 (E) Outside Disconnect Locking Device.  Factory installed key operated 
lock shall have an alternate locking mechanism approved by the local jurisdiction.”

(Reason: This amendment gives the City of College Station Electrical Department the 
ability to lock the electrical service panel in the case of an emergency or delinquent 
bill.) 

9. Section 230.71 (A) General shall be amended to include the following sentence after 
said section: 

“Any multi-tenant building larger than 5,000 square feet shall have a service 
disconnect.”

(Reason: This amendment was added to help correct the problem with multi-tenant 
lease centers having too many means of disconnect.) 
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Chapter 16, “Fire Prevention and Protection,” Article III, “Fire Code,” Sections 16-51 and 16-52 and 
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Recommendation(s): Staff recommends approval of the 2024 IFC and the The 2024 NFPA-101 Life 
Safety Code and associated amendments.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXXX

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 16, “FIRE PREVENTION AND 
PROTECTION,” ARTICLE III, “FIRE CODE,” SECTIONS 16-51 AND 16-52 AND 
ARTICLE IV, “LIFE SAFETY CODE”, SECTION 16-78, OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, BY AMENDING 
CERTAIN SECTIONS RELATING TO FIRE CODES AND LIFE SAFETY CODES; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; DECLARING A PENALTY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLLEGE STATION, 
TEXAS: 

PART 1: That Chapter 16, “Fire Prevention and Protection,” Article III, “Fire Code,” 
Sections 16-51 and 16-52 and Article IV, “Life Safety Code”, Section 16-78 of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of College Station, Texas, be amended as set out in 
Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made a part of this Ordinance for all purposes. 

PART 2: If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstances 
is held invalid or unconstitutional, the invalidity or unconstitutionality does not 
affect other provisions or application of this Ordinance or the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of College Station, Texas, that can be given effect without the invalid 
or unconstitutional provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this 
Ordinance are severable. 

PART 3: That any person, corporation, organization, government, governmental subdivision 
or agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, association and any other legal 
entity violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine of not less 
than twenty five dollars ($25.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) 
or more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) for a violation of fire safety, zoning, or 
public health and sanitation ordinances, other than the dumping of refuse. Each day 
such violation shall continue or be permitted to continue, shall be deemed a separate 
offense. 

PART 4: This Ordinance is a penal ordinance and becomes effective ten (10) days after its 
date of passage by the City Council, as provided by City of College Station Charter 
Section 35. 
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PASSED, ADOPTED and APPROVED this 13TH day of November 2025.

ATTEST:      APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
City Secretary     Mayor

APPROVED:

_______________________________
City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A

That Chapter 16, “ Fire Prevention and Protection,” Article III, “Fire Code,” Sections 16-51 
and16-52 and Article IV, “Life Safety Code”, Section 16-78 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of College Station, Texas, is hereby amended to read as follows:

ARTICLE III. FIRE CODE

Sec. 16-51. International Fire Code adopted.

The 2024 Edition of the International Fire Code, including Appendix Chapters B through I, all as published by 
the International Code Council, is hereby adopted to the same extent as though such Code were copied at length 
herein, subject, however, to the omissions, additions, supplements, and amendments contained in this article. 

Sec. 16-52. Amendments to the International Fire Code.

The International Fire Code, as referred to in Section 16-51, is hereby amended as follows: 

(1) 102.1 Construction and design provisions is amended by adding the following

5. Buildings that are classified as vacant for 90 days with no active building, remodel, or commercial tenant 
finish out permits. Vacant is defined as temporarily unoccupied buildings, structures, or premises.

(2) Section 105 (Permits) is amended by adding Section 105.1.1.1 to read as follows: 

Section 105.1.1.1 (Registration of Contractors). It shall be the duty of every individual who makes contracts to 
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, or demolish any life safety systems to include, but not be limited to, fire 
sprinkler systems, fire alarm systems, commercial cooking extinguishing systems, underground tanks, 
underground piping and underground fire supply lines of which are regulated by this code, or cause such work 
to be done, and every individual making such contracts and subletting the same or any part thereof, to first 
register with the Building Official, giving full name, residence, name and place of business, and in case of 
removal from one place to another to have made corresponding change to the Building Official. 

(3) Section 108.3 (Permit valuations) is amended by deleting this section in its entirety 

(4) Section 108.6 (Refunds) is amended by deleting the existing text in its entirety and replacing it with the 
following: "The City Manager or designee is authorized to establish a refund policy." 

(5) Section 110.6 is amended by adding after the Fire Code Official "or any member of the Fire Department 
designated by the Fire Code Official, the Chief of Police, or any member of the Police Department designated 
by the Chief of Police." 

(6) Section 110.6.1 is added. 

110.6.1 (Certificate of Occupancy Temporary Suspension). The Fire Code Official or any member of the Fire 
Department designated by the Fire Code Official, the Chief of Police, or any member of the Police Department 
designated by the Chief of Police is authorized, in writing, to immediately suspend a Certificate of Occupancy 
for a twenty-four (24) hour period where it is determined that the building or structure or portion thereof is 
Overcrowded, violating any life safety regulation or ordinance or violating any other ordinance adopted by 
this code. Within one (1) business day after the suspension, a person may submit a written appeal to the City 
Manager appealing the Certificate of Occupancy Temporary Suspension. The City Manager's decision is final. 

(7) Section 112 is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 
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(8) Section 113.4 (Violation Penalties) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety and replacing with the 
following: 

Section 113.4 (Violation Penalties). Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply 
with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the 
approved construction documents or directive of the Fire Official, or of a permit or certificate used under 
provisions of this code, shall be punished as provided in with Section 1- 7. 

(9) Section 202 is amended by adding [BG] AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof 
used to provide medical, surgical, psychiatric, nursing, or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to persons 
who are rendered incapable of self-preservation by the services provided or staff has accepted responsibility 
for care recipients already incapable. This group may include but not be limited to the following: 

- Dialysis centers 

- Procedures involving sedation 

- Sedation dentistry 

- Surgery centers 

- Colonic centers 

- Psychiatric centers 

(10) Section 202 is amended by adding [B] ATRIUM. An opening connecting three or more stories {remaining text 
unchanged}

(11) Section 202 (Definitions) is amended by adding "Porte Cocheres ": 

1. A passageway through a building or screen wall designed to let vehicles pass from the street to an 
interior courtyard. 

2. A roofed structure extending from the entrance of a building over an adjacent driveway and sheltering 
those getting in or out of vehicles" 

(12) Section 202 (Definitions) is amended by adding "tutorial services" under the definition of "Occupancy 
Classification Assembly Group A-3" 

(13) Section 202 (Definitions) is amended by deleting the townhouse definition and replacing it with the following: 
"Townhouse. A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of attached units separated by property 
lines in which each extend from foundation to roof and with open space on at least two sides." 

(14) Section 307.4.2 (Recreational Fires) is amended by adding the following: "This code is to include 
manufactured and non-manufactured fire pits/boxes." 

(15) Section 307.4 (Location) is amended by adding Section 307.4.2.1 to read as follows: Section 307.4.2.1 Solid 
fuels are strictly prohibited for recreational fires. 

Exception: One- and two-family dwellings. 

(16) Section 307.4 (Location) is amended by adding the following: 

Section 307.4.4 (Permanent outdoor fire pits or fire feature devices). Permanently installed outdoor fire pits 
and similar fire feature devices, manufactured and non-manufactured, shall not be installed within 20 feet of a 
structure or combustible materials. Exceptions: 

1. Permanent outdoor fire pits or fire feature devices listed more than 100,000 BTU/hr shall not be installed 
within 10 feet of combustible materials (vertically and horizontally). 

2. Permanently installed outdoor fireplaces constructed in accordance with the International Building Code. 

307.4.4.1 (Solid fuels). All solid fuels are strictly prohibited for fire pits and fire feature devices. 

1. Exception: One- and two- family dwellings. 
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307.4.4.2 (Requirements for all fire pits or fire feature devices). Comply with all of the following 
requirements: 

1. Flame shall be fully enclosed by an approved permanent means to prevent debris from entering the fire 
and to prevent occupants from becoming burned. 

2. Provide an emergency fuel gas supply line shut-off device at least 20 feet from the fire pit device 
location but not greater than 50 feet. Provide emergency fuel gas shut-off device signage clearly visible 
from fire pit or fire feature device locations. 

3. Floor surface shall be a solid continuous non-combustible material without any gaps and all joints 
sealed. 

4. Timer device on fuel gas line set to automatically shut-off gas supply and extinguishes flame at a set 
time agreed upon by the fire code official. 

(17) Section 308.1.4 (Open-Flamed Cooking Devices) is amended by deleting the section including exceptions in 
its entirety and replacing with the following: 

Section 308.1.4 (Open-Flame Cooking Devices). Charcoal burners, liquefied-petroleum-gas fueled cooking 
devices, and other open-flamed cooking devices shall not be stored or operated on balconies or within ten feet 
(3048 mm) of combustible construction. 

Exception: One- and two-family dwellings. 

(18) Section 308.1.6.3 (Sky lanterns) is amended to read as follows: A person shall not release or cause to be 
released an unmanned free-floating device containing an open flame or other heat source, such as but not 
limited to a sky lantern. 

(19) Section 311.5 (Placards) is amended by adding: The fire code official is authorized to require marking of any 
vacant or abandoned buildings or structures determined to be unsafe pursuant to Section 114 of this code 
relating to structural or interior hazards, as required by Section 311.5.1 through 311.5.5. 

(20) Section 319.10.3 (Fuel gas system) is amended by adding certified plumber as an approved inspection agency. 

(21)   Section 503.1.1; amend to read as follows: 503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus access 
roads shall be provided for every facility, building or portion of a building hereafter constructed or moved into 
or within the jurisdiction. The fire apparatus access road shall comply with the requirements of this section 
and shall extend to within 150 feet (45 720 mm) of all portions of the facility and all portions of the exterior 
walls of the first story of the building as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the building or 
facility.  Exceptions: Unchanged

The 150 feet shall be measured along a 3-foot wide unobstructed level pathway not exceeding a slope of 5:1, around 
the external walls of the structure. 

(22) Section 501.4 (Timing of Installation) is amended by adding the following text at the end of the section: 
"There shall be no combustible, job trailers, flammable or ignitable materials placed on a site, lot or 
subdivision where water lines, fire hydrants and/or all weather access roads capable of supporting emergency 
vehicles with an imposed load of at least 85,000 pounds as required by this code or other adopted codes or 
ordinances are completed, accepted and in service." 

(23) Section 503.2.1 (Dimensions) is amended by replacing "13 feet 6 inches" with "14 feet." 

(24) Section 503.2.2 (Authority). Is amended by adding: The fire code official shall have the authority to require an 
increase in the minimum access widths and vertical clearances where they are inadequate for fire or rescue 
operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction. 

(25) Section 503.2.3 (Surface). Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support imposed 
loads of 85,000 Lbs. for fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving capabilities. 

(26) Section 503.3 (Marking) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety and replacing with the following: 
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such motor vehicle, trailer, boat, or similar obstruction parked or unoccupied in such a manner as to obstruct in 
whole or in part any such fire lane shall be prima facie evidence that the registered owner unlawfully parked, 
placed, or permitted to be parked or placed such obstruction within a fire lane. 

The records of the State Department of Transportation or the County Highway License Department showing 
the name of the person to whom the State highway license or boat or trailer license is issued shall constitute 
prima facie evidence of ownership by the named persons. 

Section 503.4.3 (Enforcement; Issuance of Citations; Impoundment of Obstructions). The Fire Official or any 
member of the Fire Department designated by the Fire Official, the Chief of Police, or any member of the 
Police Department designated by the Chief of Police are hereby authorized to issue parking citations for any 
motor vehicle, trailer, boat, or similar obstruction found parked or unattended in or upon a designated fire lane 
and may have such obstruction removed by towing it away. Such vehicle or obstruction may be redeemed by 
payment of the towage and storage charges at the owner's expense. 

No parking citations shall be voided, nor shall the violator be relieved of any penalty assessed by a Judge of 
the Municipal Court for any provision by the redemption of the obstruction from the storage facility. 

(30) Section 503 (Fire apparatus access roads) is amended by adding the following; 

Section 503.7 (Fire access locks) Any fire apparatus access requiring a lock shall install a Knox Lock. Electric 
gates must install a Knox Key switch with a manual override. An emergency access secondary gate must 
install a Knox pad lock. 

(31) Section 505.1 (Address Identification) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety and replacing with the 
following: 

Section 505.1 (Address Identification). An official building number placed pursuant to this section must be at 
least four inches high, and have at least a one-half inch stroke in the main body of the number, and be 
composed of a durable material and of a color which provides a contrast to the background. The number shall 
be mounted a minimum of 36 inches and a maximum of 30 feet in height measured from ground level. 
Buildings located more than 50 feet from the curb of a street shall have numbers at least five inches in height. 
For the purpose of this section, durable materials for use in numbering shall include, but not be limited to, 
wood, plastic, metal, weather-resistant paint, weather-resistant vinyl, or weather-resistant numbers designed 
for outside use on a glass surface. For single-family residences, the requirement of this section may be met by 
providing two-inch-high numbers on both sides of a U.S. mailbox located near the curb in front of the house, 
or a freestanding structure with numbers at least four inches in height. 

(32) Section 505 (Premises Identification) is amended by adding Sections 505.1.1 (Building Complex 
Identification), 505.1.2 (Rear Access Identification), 505.1.3 (Alley Premises Identification) and 505.1.4 
(Building Complex Diagrams) to read as follows: 

Section 505.1.1 (Building Complex Identification). A building complex composed of multiple structures shall 
have an official suite/unit number assigned to each building as well as a street address number. If there is 
sufficient street frontage, each unit or building may be assigned a separate official street address number. The 
official street address number of each structure as designated by the Building Official must be prominently 
posted on the building so that it is visible from the nearest public street. Each number designated by the 
Building Official for each individual suite/unit must be conspicuously posted on the suite/unit. 

Section 505.1.2 (Rear Access Identification). Commercial buildings with rear access shall also display the 
business name and designated street address and suite/unit number on the rear access door. 

Section 505.1.3 (Alley Premises Identification). Residential structures that provide for rear vehicular access 
from a dedicated public alley shall conspicuously post the designated numbers that comply with the size 
requirements above so that it is visible to the alley. 

Section 505.1.4 (Building Complex Diagrams). The owner of a building complex which contains an enclosed 
shopping mall shall submit to the Fire Official four copies of diagrams acceptable to the Fire Official of the 
entire complex, indicating the location and number of each business. When a change in a business name or 
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1. Where the total building area exceeds 12,000 square feet in area. 

2. Where the height exceeds two stories, regardless of area. 

(44) Section 903.2.1.6 (Assembly Occupancies on Roofs) is amended by deleting the exception in its entirety. 

(45) Section 903.2.3 (Group E) is amended by deleting the exception in its entirety. And adding item “4” to read as 
the following: Group E, day care facilities, as defined in the 203.4.2 of the International Fire Code. 

(46) Section 903.2.4 (Group F-1) is amended by deleting items “2” and “3.” 

Section 903.2.4 (Group F-1 distilled spirits) is amended to add: An automatic sprinkler system shall be 
provided throughout a Group F-1 fire area used for the manufacture of distilled spirits involving more than 120 
gallons of distilled spirits (>16% alcohol) in the fire area at any one time.

Section 903.2.9.3 (Group S-1 distilled spirits or wine) is amended to add: An automatic sprinkler system shall 
be provided throughout a Group F-1 fire area used for the manufacture of distilled spirits involving more than 
120 gallons of distilled spirits (>16% alcohol) in the fire area at any one time.

(47) Section 903.2.6 (Group I) is amended by deleting all exceptions

(48) Section 903.2.7 (Group M) No. 2 is amended by replacing "three stories above grade" with "two stories in 
height" and by deleting No. 3 in its entirety. 

(49) Section 903.2.9 (Group S-1) is amended by replacing "three stories above grade" with "two stories above 
grade" in item "2" and by replacing "24,000 square feet" with "12,000 square feet" in item "3." Section 
903.2.9.3 is amended as follows: 

903.2.9.3 Group S-1 (distilled spirits or wine). An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout a 
Group S-1 fire area used for the bulk storage of distilled spirits or wine involving more than 120 gallons of 
distilled spirits or wine (>16% alcohol) in the fire area at any onetime. 

(50) Section 903.2.10 (Group S-2 Enclosed Parking Garage) is amended by deleting the exception in its entirety. 

(51) Section 903.2.11.7 is added

Section 903.2.11.7 Buildings Over 12,000 sq. ft.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout 
all buildings over 12,000 sq. ft. and greater, and in all existing buildings that are enlarged to be 12,000 square 
feet or greater, and in buildings greater than 12,000 square feet which are enlarged.  For the purpose of this 
provision, fire walls, fire barriers, or horizontal assemblies shall not define separate buildings.

(52) Section 903.2.13 (Porte-cocheres). All porte-cocheres shall be protected with fire sprinklers. 

Exception: Porte-cocheres of non-combustible construction or a distance of 10 foot or greater. 

(53) Section 903.3.1.1.1 (Exempt locations) is amended by deleting item number 4 

(54) Section 903.3.1.2.2 (Corridors and balconies) is amended as follows: 

903.3.1.2.2 (Corridors and balconies in the means of egress). Sprinkler protection shall be provided in all 
corridors and for all balconies. in the means of egress where any of the following conditions apply: {Delete the 
rest of this section.}

(55) Section 903.3.1.2.3 (Attics) is amended by deleting sections 3.4 and 4.5

(56) Section 904.3.5 is amended by deleting the section and replacing it with: 

904.3.5 (Monitoring) All automatic fire extinguishing system shall be monitored with a system in accordance 
with NFPA 72. 

(57) Section 905.1, (General), is amended by adding Section 905.1.1, Safety factor, as follows: 
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905.1.1 (Safety factor). All standpipe systems with the exception of manual standpipes shall be designed with 
a minimum safety factor of 5 PSI or 10% of required pressure (whichever is greater) taken at the source for the 
hydraulically most demanding system and/or outlet. 

(58) Section 905.4, (Location of Class I standpipe hose connections), is amended as follows with all other code text 
to remain as written: 

905.4 (Location of Class I standpipe hose connections). Class I standpipe hose connections shall be provided 
in all of the following locations: 

1. In every required interior exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each story above and 
below grade plane. Hose connections shall be located at [the main] an intermediate [floor] landing 
between stories unless otherwise approved by the fire code official. 

(59) Section 906.1 (Where required) is amended by deleting exception 1 and 2 all others remain the same. 

(60) Section 907.2.1 (Group A) is amended by adding the following section: 

907.2.1.3 Group A-2. An automatic alarm system shall be provided for fire areas containing Group A-2 
occupancies that have an occupant load of 100 or more. 

(61) Section 907.2.7.1.1, (Occupant notification), is repealed in its entirety. 

(62) Section 907.2.8.2, (Automatic smoke detection system), is hereby amended to read as follows: 

907.2.8.2 (Automatic smoke detection system). An automatic smoke detection system that activates the 
occupant notification system in accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed throughout all interior 
corridors serving sleeping units. The automatic smoke detection system requirement is met only by the 
installation of smoke or beam detectors whenever possible. If environmental conditions do not allow the 
installation of smoke detectors, fire alarm heat detectors may be used on a limited basis when approved by the 
fire code official. 

Exception: An automatic smoke detection system is not required in buildings that do not have interior 
corridors serving sleeping units and where each sleeping unit has a means of egress door opening directly to 
an exit or to an exterior exit access that leads directly to an exit. 

(63) Section, 907.2.13.2(Fire department communication system), is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

(64) Section, 907.2.13.1.2 (Duct smoke detection), is amended to read as follows: 

907.2.13.1.2 (Duct smoke detection). Duct smoke detectors complying with Section 907.3.1 shall be located in 
accordance with the NFPA 90A: Standard for the Installation of Air-Conditioning and Ventilating Systems or 
as follows: 

1. In the main return air and exhaust air plenum of each air-conditioning system having a capacity greater 
than 2,000 cubic feet per minute (cfm) (0.94 m3/s). Such detectors shall be located in a serviceable area 
downstream of the last duct inlet. 

2. At each connection to a vertical duct or riser serving two or more stories from a return air duct or 
plenum of an air-conditioning system. In Group R-1 and R-2 occupancies, a smoke detector is allowed 
to be used in each return air riser carrying not more than 5,000 cfm (2.4 m3/s) and serving not more than 
10 air-inlet openings. 

(65) Section 907.2, (Where required) - new buildings and structures, is amended by adding Section 907.2.24, Fire 
alarm systems for property protection, to read as follows: 

907.2.24 (Fire alarm systems for property protection). Fire alarm systems dedicated solely to the protection of 
property are permitted to be installed in facilities where a fire alarm system is not required by other sections of 
this code or the International Building Code provided the following conditions are met: 

1. Any and all automatic detection is installed, located and maintained in accordance with the requirements 
of NFPA 72 and a documentation cabinet as required by NFPA 72 is provided and installed. 
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2. The installed system is monitored by a supervising station which provides remote and central station 
service. 

3. One manual means of activation is installed in an approved location 

4. Where the fire alarm system control unit is located in an area that is not readily accessible to response 
personnel, a remote fire alarm system annunciator panel is installed. 

(66) Section 907.2, (Where Required) - is amended by adding Section 907.2.25, Fire alarm systems for property 
protection, to read as follows: 

907.2.25.1 (Group R-4) Fire alarm systems and smoke alarms shall be installed in Group R-4 occupancies as 
required in Sections 907.2.10.1 through 907.2.10.3. 907.2.10.1 Manual fire alarm system. A manual fire alarm 
system that activates the occupant notification system in accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in 
Group R-4 occupancies. 

Exceptions: 

1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in buildings not more than two stories in height where all 
individual sleeping units and contiguous attic and crawl spaces to those units are separated from each 
other and public or common areas by not less than 1-hour fire partitions and each individual sleeping 
unit has an exit directly to a public way, egress court or yard. 

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required throughout the building where all of the following conditions 
are met: 

2.1. The building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. 

2.2. The notification appliances will activate upon sprinkler water flow. 

2.3. Not fewer than one manual fire alarm box is installed at an approved location. 

3. Manual fire alarm boxes in resident or patient sleeping areas shall not be required at exits where located 
at all nurses' control stations or other constantly attended staff locations, provided such stations are 
visible and continuously accessible and that the distances of travel required in Section 907.4.2.1 are not 
exceeded. 

907.2.25.2 Automatic smoke detection system. An automatic smoke detection system that activates the 
occupant notification system in accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in corridors, waiting areas 
open to corridors and habitable spaces other than sleeping units and kitchens. 

Exceptions: 

1. Smoke detection in habitable spaces is not required where the facility is equipped throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. 

2. An automatic smoke detection system is not required in buildings that do not have interior corridors 
serving sleeping units and where each sleeping unit has a means of egress door opening directly to an 
exit or to an exterior exit access that leads directly to an exit. 

907.2.25.2 Smoke alarms. Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed in accordance with 
Section 907.2.11. 

(67) Section 907.3.1, (Duct smoke detectors), is amended to read as follows: 

907.3.1 (Duct smoke detectors). Smoke detectors installed in ducts shall be listed for the air velocity, 
temperature and humidity present in the duct. Duct smoke detectors shall be connected to the building's fire 
alarm control unit where a fire alarm system is required by Section 907.2. Activation of a duct smoke detector 
shall initiate a visible and audible supervisory signal at a Central monitoring station and shall perform the 
intended fire safety function in accordance with this code, NFPA 90A: Standard for the Installation of Air-
Conditioning and Ventilating Systems and the International Mechanical Code. In facilities that are required to 
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be monitored by a supervising station, duct smoke detectors shall report only as a supervisory signal and not as 
a fire alarm. They shall not be used as a substitute for required open area detection. 2021 International 
Building-Related Codes 

Exceptions: 

1. In occupancies not required to be equipped with a fire alarm system, actuation of a smoke detector shall 
activate a visible and an audible signal in an approved location. Smoke detector trouble conditions shall 
activate a visible or audible signal in an approved location and shall be identified as air duct detector 
trouble. 

2. For fire alarm systems which cannot be programmed for supervisory signals, duct detectors shall be 
allowed to activate the alarm signal. 

(68) Section 907.3., (Fire safety functions), is amended by adding 907.3.5, Fire alarm systems - emergency control, 
as follows: 

907.3.5 (Fire alarm systems - emergency control). At a minimum, the following functions, where provided, 
shall be activated by the fire alarm system: 

1. Elevator capture and control in accordance with ASME/ANSI A17.1b, Safety Code for Elevators and 
Escalators. 

2. Release of automatic door closures and hold open devices. 

3. Stairwell and/or elevator shaft pressurization. 

4. Smoke management and/or smoke control systems. 

5. Initiation of automatic fire extinguishing equipment. 

6. Emergency lighting control. 

7. Unlocking of doors. 

8. Emergency shutoff of gas and fuel supplies that may be hazardous provided the continuation of service 
is not essential to the preservation of life. 

9. Emergency shutoff of audio systems for sound reinforcement or entertainment (i.e. music systems, 
systems for announcement and broadcast which are separate from public address systems) provided that 
such systems are not used to issue emergency instructions. 

10. Emergency shutoff of systems used for the creation of displays or special effects (i.e. lighting effects, 
laser light shows, projection equipment). 

(69) Section 907.4.2.1, (Location), is amended to add the Exception to read as follows: 

907.4.2.1 (Location). Manual fire alarm boxes shall be located not more than 5 feet (1524 mm) from the 
entrance to each exit. In buildings not protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2, additional manual fire alarm boxes shall be located so that the distance of travel to the 
nearest box does not exceed 200 feet (60 960 mm). 

Exception: Where construction of the building prohibits the proper installation of a pull station (e.g. glass 
walls, interior brick or rock walls), a pull station shall be allowed to be located in the normal path of egress, 
where approved by the Fire Marshal or his/her designee. 

(70) Section 907.5.1, (Presignal feature), is amended to read as follows: 

907.5.1.1 (Presignal feature and positive alarm sequences). A presignal feature or Positive Alarm Sequence as 
defined in NFPA 72 shall not be installed unless approved by the fire code official. Request to use a presignal 
feature or a Positive Alarm Sequence must be submitted in writing to the Fire Marshal and approval granted 
before installation. Where a presignal feature or Positive Alarm Sequence is provided, a signal shall be 
annunciated at a constantly attended location approved by the fire code official, so that occupant notification 
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can be activated in 2021 International Building-Related Codes the event of fire or other emergencies. When 
approved by the fire code official, the presignal feature or Positive Alarm Sequence shall be implemented in 
accordance with the requirements of NFPA 72. 

(71) Section 907.5.2.3, (Visible alarms), is amended by adding a subsection 907.5.2.3.3.1.1, Wired Equipment, 
907.5.2.3.4, Group R-2 sleeping areas, and Section 907.5.2.3.5, Combination devices, to read as follows: 

907.5.2.3.3.1.1 (Other Applications) is amended by adding: 

907.5.3.3.1.1.1 (Multi-tenant commercial structures) multi-tenant commercial structures shall comply with 
section 907.2.3.3.1 (1) through(4). 

907.5.2.3.4 (Group R-2 sleeping areas). Living rooms in Group R-2 occupancies shall have audible 
notification appliances that meet the sleeping area audible requirements of NFPA 72, Chapter 18, Section 
18.4.5, and Subsection 18.4.5.1. When such units are required to be equipped with visible notification for the 
hearing impaired or when such units are designated as accessible in accordance with ICC/ANSI A117.1, 
combination audible and visible notification appliances that meet both the sleeping area audible requirements 
of NFPA 72, Chapter 18, Section 18.4.5, Subsection 18.4.5.1 and the effective intensity settings of NFPA 72, 
Chapter 18.5.5.7.2 shall be installed. 

907.5.2.3.5 (Combination devices). Combination 120 VAC single or multiple-station smoke detectors with an 
onboard visible notification appliance if utilized to meet the requirements of Section 907.2.11, will not be 
given credit for meeting the visible alarm notification requirements of Section 907.5.2.3.3 if these devices do 
not have the capability of supplying backup power for the visible notification appliance portion of the device. 
Should such devices be utilized to comply with Section 907.2.11, the visible appliance side of the device shall 
flash in synchronization with the notification appliances required in the unit. 

(72) Section 907.6.3, (Initiating device identification), is amended to read as follows with exceptions to remain as 
written: 

907.6.3 (Initiating device identification). The fire alarm system shall identify the specific initiating device 
address, location, device type, and floor level where applicable and status including indication of normal, 
alarm, trouble and supervisory status, to the fire alarm panel, annunciator panel and to the supervising station 
as appropriate. 

(73) Section 907.5.2.3.1 (Public Use Areas and Common Use Areas) is amended by deleting the exception and 
adding Section 907.5.2.3.1.1 to read as follows: 

Section 907.5.2.3.1.1 (Employee Work Areas). Where a fire alarm and detection system are required, 
employee work areas shall be provided with devices that provide audible and visible alarm notification. 

(74) Section 912.2.1, (Visible location), is amended by adding the following sentence to the end of that section to 
read as follows: 

912.2.1 (Visible location). Fire department connections shall be located on the street side of buildings or 
facing approved fire apparatus access roads, fully visible and recognizable from the street, fire apparatus 
access road or nearest point of fire department vehicle access or as otherwise approved by the fire code 
official. The fire department connection shall be identified by a sign installed above the connection with the 
letters "FDC" not less than 6 inches high and mounted at least 3 feet above the FDC to the bottom edge of the 
sign unless approved by the fire code official and if multiple FDC's a sign identifying the corresponding riser. 

(75) Section 912.2.2, (Existing buildings), is amended to read as follows: 

912.2.2 (Existing buildings). On existing buildings, wherever the fire department connection is not visible to 
approaching fire apparatus, the fire department connection shall be indicated by an approved sign mounted on 
the street front or on the side of the building. Such sign shall have the letters "FDC" not less than 6 inches (152 
mm) high and words in letters not less than 2 inches (51 mm) high or an arrow to indicate the location. Signs 
shall be mounted no lower than 7 feet from grade to the bottom edge of the sign and are subject to the 
approval of the fire code official. 
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(76) Section 912.2 (Location), is amended to add the following: 

Section 912.2.3 (Distance). Fire department connection shall not be located further than 100 feet from the fire 
hydrant measured by lay of hose from the engine. 

(77) Section 912.4.1, (Locking fire department connection caps), is amended to read as follows: 

912.4.1 (Locking fire department connection caps). Locking caps are required on all fire department 
connections for water-based fire protection systems including but not limited to FDC's and standpipes. 

(78) Section 912, (Fire Department Connections), is amended by adding Section 912.8, Location and type, as 
follows: 

912.8 (Location and type). Sprinkler system and standpipe fire department hose connections shall be as 
follows: 

1. Within 40 feet of a public street, approved fire lane, or access roadway. 

2. Within 100 feet of an approved fire hydrant measured per hose lay. 

3. All structures are required to have a five inch "Storz" connection. 

a. Where provided, the five inch "Storz" inlet shall be installed at a 30-degree angle pointing down. 

i. Exception: NFPA 13R system requiring less than 250 gpm. 

4. Minimum of two feet above finished grade and a maximum of four feet above finished grade for 
standard inlets and minimum of 30 inches at lowest point above finished grade and maximum of four 
feet above finished grade for the five inch "Storz" inlet. 

5. Freestanding FDCs shall be installed a minimum of one foot and a maximum of seven feet from the 
gutter face of the curb. 

6. The Fire Code Official shall approve the location of freestanding fire department connections. 
Freestanding FDCs must be physically protected against impact per the requirements of Section 312 or 
other approved means. 

7. Fire department connections for H occupancies shall be freestanding, remote and located as determined 
by the fire code official. 

8. Fire department connections for systems protecting fuel storage tanks shall be freestanding, remote and 
located as determined by the fire code official. 

(79) Section 1004.5.1 (Increased Occupant Load) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(80) Section 1004.9 (Posting of Occupant Load) is amended by adding the following text to the end of said section: 

"For the purposes of this section, the occupant load shall be the number of occupants computed at the rate of 
one occupant per unit of area as prescribed in Table 1004.5." 

(81) Section 1103.5.1 (Group A-2) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety and replacing it with the 
following: 

1103.5.1 (Group A-2). A Group A-2 occupancy that is permitted "Alterations - Level 2" according to the 
International Existing Building Code Chapter 8 and have  an occupant load of 100 or more shall be equipped 
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with section 903.3.1.1. 

(83)    Section 1103.5.6 added

1103.5.6 (Fire sprinklers in fire damaged Residential Occupancies) Where required by a current code, in R-1, 
R-2, R-3, and R-4 occupancies where a fire has occurred and more than one dwelling unit is damaged by fire, 
the affected building shall be fire-sprinklered prior to the re-occupancy of the building. Fire damage is 
described as damage by direct flame contact or extensive heat. Fire damage does not include smoke, water, or 
damage created during firefighting operations.
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(82) Section 1103.7(Fire alarm systems) is amended by adding the following section: 

1103.7.7(Group A-2). A Group A-2 occupancy that is permitted "Alterations - Level 2" according to the 
International Existing Building Code Chapter 8 and have an occupant load of 100 or more shall be equipped 
throughout with an automatic alarm system in accordance with section 907.2.1. 

(83)   Section 1201 is amended by adding the following:

1201.6  Electric vehicle charging stations shall not be installed in Group S-2 Public parking garages, open or 
closed.

(84) Section 2304.1 (Supervision of Dispensing) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety and replacing 
with the following: 

Section 2304.1 (Supervision of Dispensing). The dispensing of flammable or combustible liquids into the fuel 
tank of a vehicle or into an approved container shall be under the supervision of a qualified attendant, except 
service stations not open to the public. Such stations may be used by commercial, industrial governmental or 
manufacturing establishments for fueling vehicles in connection with their business." 

(85) Section 2304.3 (Unattended Self-Service Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities) is amended by deleting the section 
in its entirety. 

(86) Section 2304.3.1 (General) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(87) Section 2304.3.2 (Dispensers) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(88) Section 2304.3.3 (Emergency Controls) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(89) Section 2304.3.4 (Operating Instructions) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(90) Section 2304.3.5 (Emergency Procedures) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(91) Section 2304.3.6 (Communications) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(92) Section 2304.3.7 (Quantity Limits) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(93) Section 3106.3.1 (Occupant Load) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(94) Section 3106.4.2 (Weather monitoring person) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(95) Section 5706.6.1.2 (Leaving Vehicle Unattended) is amended by deleting the section in its entirety and 
replacing with the following: 

Section 5706.6.1.2 (Leaving Vehicle Unattended). At no time while discharging flammable, combustible or 
ignitable liquids shall the driver or operator be out of sight and reach of the discharge valves. If at any time 
while discharging flammable, combustible or ignitable liquids, the driver or operator must leave the vehicle 
for any reason, the driver or operator shall shut down all valves until the driver or operator returns and shall be 
totally responsible for any and all spillage. When the delivery hose is attached to the vehicle it is presumed to 
be discharging flammable, combustible or ignitable liquids. 

(96) Chapter 80 (Referenced Standards) is amended by adding under NFPA, all referenced NFPA will be the most 
current editions. 

(97) Appendix D, Section D102.1 (Required access) is amended by replacing 79,000 pounds (34050 kg) with  
85,000 pounds (38101.76 kg). 

(98) Appendix D, Section D102 (Required Access) is amended by adding the following: 

Section D102.2 (Alternative Approved Access). If a product is used other than asphalt or concrete for the 
access surface it must be approved prior to installation. Once installed an installation certificate with an 
engineer stamp confirming it was installed according to manufacturer's specification must be submitted. In the 
case of base material a certificate with an engineer stamp stating that it has been tested and will support the 
imposing load of a fire apparatus weighing at least 84,000 pounds (38101.76 kg). 
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(99) Appendix D, Section D103.1 (Access road width with hydrant) is amended with replacing "26 feet" with "20 
feet". 

(100) Appendix D, Section D103.2 (Grade) is amended by adding the following: 

Section 103.2.1 (Aerial Access Grade) where aerial access is required the aerial access portion of the road 
shall not exceed 6 percent in grade. 

(Code 2011 (Repub.), § 6-1(B); Ord. No. 2016-3767, exh. A(6-1), 4-28-2016; Ord. No. 2017-3947 , Pt. 1(Exh. A), 
10-12-2017; Ord. No. 2018-3995 , Pt. 1(Exh. A), 3-22-2018; Ord. No. 2019-4076 , Pt. 1(Exh. A), 2-25-2019; Ord. 
No. 2022-4353 , Pt. 1(Exh. A), 4-28-2022)

Secs. 16-53—16-77. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. LIFE SAFETY CODE

Sec. 16-78. Life Safety Code Handbook adopted.

The Life Safety Code Handbook, specifically the 2024 Edition published by the National Fire Protection 
Association, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the City Secretary, is hereby adopted and designated as the 
Life Safety Code of the City. Said code is adopted to the same extent as though such code was copied at length 
herein, subject, however, to the omissions, additions, supplements, and amendments contained in this article. 
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Sec. 16-79. Amendments to NFPA Life Safety Code.

The Life Safety Code Handbook is amended in the following respects: 

(1) Section 24.3.5.1 is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(2) Section 43.6.4.1 is amended by deleting this section in its entirety and replacing with the following: 

Section 43.6.4.1. In a building with rehabilitation work areas involving over 50 percent of the 
aggregate building area an automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed to the code applicable to 
new construction for this type of occupancy. 

(3) Section 43.6.4.2 is amended by deleting the section in its entirety. 

(4) Section 43.6.4.4 is amended by replacing "up to and including the highest rehabilitation work area floor" 
with "highest floor." 

Secs. 16-80—16-101. Reserved.


