


Texas has officially banned cell

hones in schools . :

P Texas governor signs statewide

() xocnis i cellphone ban for public schools
into law

Texas schools must now enforce rules requiring students to lock away
cellphones during school hours.
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School districts and charter schools have 90 days since Abbott signed the cellphone ban to adopt one of two policies:
completely ban cell phones from school grounds or store them away during school hours. Credit: Kylie Cooper / The
Texas Tribune
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Implementation Updates

HB 1481: Cell Phones

School districts & charters must adopt a policy prohibiting use of cell
phones while on school property during the school day.

In adopting a policy, district or school must authorize use necessary to
implement IEP, 504 plan, or other similar program/plan; by a student with
a documented need based on doctor directive; or as necessary to comply
with health or safety requirement.

School systems have flexibility on the specific mechanism used to
prohibit.

School boards have until 90 days after effective date (effective June 20) to
adopt cell phone policy.

TEA must provide a model policy.



HB 1481

Definition of Personal Communication Device

In this section, "personal communication device"
means a telephone, cell phone such as a smartphone
or flip phone, tablet, smartwatch, radio device, paging
device, or any other electronic device capable of
telecommunication or digital communication



HB 1481 - Requirements

The policy may provide for the school district or open-enrollment charter school to:
1.Comply with this section by:
a.prohibiting a student from bringing a personal communication device on school
property; or
b.designating a method for the storage of a student’s personal communication
device while the student is on school property during the school day

The policy must authorize the use of a personal communication device if:

1.necessary to implement an individualized education program, a plan created under
Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), or a similar program or
plan;

2.by a student with a documented need based on a directive from a qualified physician;
or

3.necessary to comply with a health or safety requirement imposed by law or as part of
the district ’s or school’s safety protocols.
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HB 1481 & the Student Code of Condcut

Since HB 1481 has been signed into law, it will also appear as a
section in the Student Code of Conduct.
e The district is working with campus administrators, legal
counsel, and the Texas Education Agency to develop these
guidelines and parameters.



HB 1481 Timeline

June 20, 2025: Governor Abbott signs HB 1481

July 2025: Refinement of the Student Code of Conduct
July 21, 2025: Consider Changes to Board Policy
July-August 2025: Communication to Students and Parents

August 4, 2025: Consider Student Code of Conduct






