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Communications of 
Encouragement Received

WRITTEN
• Texas Municipal Power Agency (TMPA) emails
• David G. Woodcock, FAIA, FSA, FAPT / Preservation 

Consultant
• 7th Grade History Teacher, Bryan ISD – Kyle Jones
• Brazos Heritage Society
• Brazos County Historical Commission
• Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History
• Bryan, Texas City Council
• WJB Chapter, Sons of the Republic of Texas (SRT)



Encouragement Continued
VERBAL

• Robert Henry Chapter, Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT)
• Brazos County Commissioners Court (Nov. 2012 Presentation)
• Texas A&M University Departments

– College of Architecture
– Center for Historic Preservation
– Department of Construction Science
– Department of Landscape Architecture of Urban Planning
– Department of Archaeology

TAMU Department faculty have independently encouraged 
the project but indicate student groups no longer engage in 
onsite support of projects of this nature

• Star of Texas Museum  
Not yet to be requested-furnishings help only.



Project Objective
• Save a 1855 dogtrot log house (51’ X 19’ including two cribs and the 

center hall way plus front and back porches) located in Grimes 
County that is subject to near term loss if not preserved.  This will 
involve relocation to Brazos County and placement in the Republic 
of Texas era Boonville Historical Park where it will be readily visible 
to passing traffic and accessible by foot through cemetery walk 
gates open 24/7 to the public.  In time the desire will be to 
complement the house with a walk path and Texas style flower 
garden and a Six Flags over Texas Plaza appropriately positioned.  
Potentially other structures as time and funds support.

• The installation will become a visible salute to those brave soles that 
ventured to Texas in the early years and made it possible to achieve 
Independence from Mexico and become the Republic of Texas and 
later the 28th State of the United States of America.



Objective Continued

It is also hoped that this first step will lead 
to other facilities in the future therefore 
fulfilling a vision shared by those 
responsible for encouraging the actions of 
the Brazos County Commissioners Court 
to assert its ownership rights and make 
the Boonville Cemetery and adjacent non-
cemetery lands into an open-air historical 
park featuring the history of the Town of 
Boonville



A Short Trip
Shiro to Boonville



Boonville Cemetery



Town of Boonville (17) 
for Boonville Cemetery (18)



Original Boonville



Example of Relocated Cabin
Sam Houston Museum Grounds



1855 Log Cabin - Images



Ground-penetrating Radar 
Report – Boonville Cemetery



Radar Continued

“It is our professional opinion that there 
are no areas of high excavation risk within 
the profiles…….”
By:
Tim de Smet, PhD Candidate, Geology, TAMU
Dr. Mark Everett, Professor, Geology, TAMU



Log Aging to Date Cabin
by Charles Lafon, Professor, Geography, TAMU



Log Dating Conclusion

• Given that I have a single specimen to 
examine, the most prudent approach 
seems to be to defer to the strongest 
correlations with other chronologies 
developed for this region, yielding the 
dates 1783–1854.  Regardless, the 
uncertainty over these two suspicious 
rings would not seem to alter any 
conclusions about the historic significance 
of the cabin.      (1853 vs. 1855)



Texas Historical Commission 
Suggestions (12/12/13)

Special Considerations - As recommended by Adam Alsobrook, 
Project Reviewer, North Central Region, Division of 
Architecture, Texas Historical Commission

• New owner consult a professional building mover. 
• Recommend that the new owner position the building on the new 

lot with the same compass orientation as it has now for historic 
interpretation purposes. 

• Documentation of the building should include photographs and 
drawings of the building before it was removed from its historic 
location. 

• Individuals moving the building may find the document "Moving 
Historic Buildings" useful as they begin this project 



Suggestions Continued
• Moving should be done deliberately and with great care.
• Disturbing the ground at the cemetery could disturb potential 

unmarked historic human burials. Reasonable caution and research 
should be conducted to ensure to the extent possible that the 
selected site does not contain unmarked graves.

• Having a log cabin at a cemetery could potentially harm the historic 
integrity of the historic cemetery.  Research should be conducted to 
confirm that the selected location is not part of what was considered 
‘the cemetery’ but merely adjacent lands that were acquired in 1890 
and included in the fencing of the entire tract owned by Brazos 
County.

We are pleased to report that every single suggestion is  
being complied with and none cause any deviation from 

normal, reasonable and logical decisions regarding a project of 
this nature.



Margaret van Bavel’s Dream

“It has been my dream that the cabin could 
be moved to a more visible location, where 
the Texas citizens can learn about the 
skills of the pioneers of the middle 
nineteenth century to build a home in the 
wilderness and to raise a family under 
primitive conditions.” 1/28/2001 about the 
cabin that she discovered in 1987.



Brazos County Commissioners 
Court Communications (1977 – 1982)
• The public generally thinks of Boonville Cemetery as being the entire tract behind the fence and 

handsome entrance on Boonville Road erected by the Commissioners Court in 1982 after the 
Court voted to assert its ownership of  the combined tracts on August 14, 1981 at the 
encouragement of  W. T. McDonald, Margaret van Bavel, Dr. J. Milton Nance, Professor Emeritus, 
TAMU Department of History, and Cornelius van Bavel, then Chairman of  the Citizens For 
Historic Preservation in the 1970s and 1980s.  In their communications with the Court they 
consistently mentioned the area as Boonville Cemetery and Historical Park and that the area of 
No. 12 under fence and that portion of No. 1 adjoining No.12 originally used for the Public School 
Yard could best be developed and used as a Historical Park where period structures could be 
relocated and restored for public education and enjoyment.

• May 1977:  Boonville Revisited by Cornelius and Margaret van Bavel. “hope…….seriously 
consider developing the remaining site of old Boonville into an open air museum for restored 
ole buildings…..”

• Feb. 17, 1978: A Petition by Paul van Riper for the Citizens of Historical Preservation to the 
Commissioners Court.  “We respectfully state……that all future burials be limited by the Court to  
designated areas……away from the frontage on the road…..which spaces could lend itself to 
other historical or park purposes……”

• May 24, 1978: W. T. McDonald to W. R. Vance and Commissioners Court.  “I think the 11 plus 
acres constituting the cemetery is primarily important because of the historical nature as the situs 
of our first county seat.  I feel the importance should be on the historical phase and not the 
cemetery phase because the cemetery is incidental as part of the entire 
area…….supporting individuals are interested in preserving and keeping Boonville for 
historical restoration and preservation and perhaps a county museum.”



Communications Continued

• May 1981 letter from W. T. McDonald, Jr. to W. R. Vance.  “……waiting on Billy Kling 
to survey some lines in the cemetery so that the front position would be reserved for 
a historical area…..”

• June 16, 1981:  W. T. McDonald, Jr. letter to Honorable W. R. Vance.   “…..up to the 
highway (Boonville Rd. – Hwy. 158) ……and make it impossible for this area to be 
allocated and set aside for historical purposes and a restoration hopefully of the town 
of Boonville.”

• April 19, 1982:   Brazos County Historical Survey Committee, Mrs. Mary Bess 
Young, President.  “A resolution: Boonville Cemetery and Historical Park in Need of 
Maintenance……WHEREAS: The cemetery and surrounding area is neglected and 
unkempt, ……..”.

• Oct. 1982:  Brazos County authorized funds for building a fence. (Original plans 
called for the fence to be located on the boundary of the property previously utilized 
as a cemetery leaving outside the fence the area to be considered a Historical Park 
and used for future restoration of elements of the Town of Boonville. It is thought that 
the Court made a practical and economic decision to place the fence long the 
roadway as that would mark the boundary of the property to which it was exercising 
control and resulted in a shorter fence at less cost.  It is not believed that the Court 
was conscientiously making a decision to enlarge the ‘official cemetery’ to the 
exclusion of a future historical park.



Commissioner Billy Beard…..
seeing his plan to completion.



In Summary:

This is a wonderful opportunity to 
receive a prize asset of early 

Texas and display in Republic of 
Texas era Boonville to become 

the first piece of creating an  
open-air historical park.


