
 

 

  

 
The Brazos County Expo Complex has undertaken an economic impact assessment program and surveyed 

participants and attendees at 21 events during fiscal year 2012 to learn about the spending patterns of event 
participants, spectators, and vendors. Surveyed events included a variety of activities with attendances ranging from 
25 to 1,500 people. Although the Expo has conducted some survey work in the past, FY 2012 was a pilot year for a 
more comprehensive survey and impact analysis approach.  

The first section of this report describes Expo event attendance by event type. The second section includes 
spending data from surveyed events only. The third section extends the analysis to extrapolate data across all horse 
shows and livestock shows to show how the data from surveyed events translate into impacts across event types. A 
fourth section summarizes the report and future plans for the Expo’s impact analysis program. 

Section I. Expo Events 

The Brazos County Expo hosted 140 events over 262 days in FY 2012. More than 70,000 visited the Expo to 
attend horse and livestock events, trade shows, parties, the inaugural Brazos Valley Fair & Expo, and other events. 
Expo receipts for these events totaled almost $534,000. Table 1 shows the number of events, event days, attendance, 
and event bills by event type. 

Table 1. Expo events by type, event count, days, attendance and bill, FY 2012. 
Event Type Count Days Attendance Bill 
Banquet 18 19 6,175 $39,067.88  
Career Fair 2 6 600 $11,560.00 
Conference 5 9 3,720 $39,611.00  
Educational Event 3 5 825 $9,738.75  
Fundraiser Banquet 15 18 6,134 $41,526.01 
Fundraiser 4 4 1,263 $13,600.44 
Horse Show 25 86 5,740 $204,250.25  
Livestock Show 10 30 2,495 $44,318.00  
Meeting 16 17 2,931 $13,704.39  
Miscellaneous 3 10 17,715 9787.45 
Outdoor Event 2 2 1,900 $5,365.00 
Party 6 6 1,616 $8,431.51  
Private Event 1 1 175 $684.03 
Religious 2 2 400 $2,686.86  
Rodeo 3 8 5,650 $10,073.78 
School Dance 5 6 5,900 $15,218.00 
Trade Show 6 15 2,474 $33,847.06 
Wedding Reception 14 18 4,546 $30,513.88  

Total 140 262 70,259 $533,984.29 
*The miscellaneous category includes the Brazos Valley Fair & Expo with 16,165 tickets. 
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Section II. Spending and Impacts of Surveyed Events 

 Each surveyed event had a different spending pattern. Average spending per person, as reported in surveys, was 
multiplied across the respective event attendance to determine total event spending. The spending by category for the 
21 events is summed in Table 2 for both visitors to Brazos County and locals. 

Table 2. Spending by sector for the populations of surveyed events, FY 2012. 
Spending Category Expenditures by Visitors Expenditures by Locals 
Lodging $319,480 $1,290 
Food & Beverage $287,980 $18,380 
Private Auto $297,550 $9,030 
Retail Shopping $134,780 $3,270 
Entertainment $18,260 $2,480 
Access Fees $715,900 $54,750 
Miscellaneous $43,390 $1,350 
Total $1,817,340 $90,540 
Total excluding access 

 
$1,101,440 $35,790 

 

 The direct spending by visitors to the Expo Complex is not the only benefit to the local economy. Economic 
contribution analysis is based on the idea that a dollar spent in a region stimulates additional economic activity, or 
multiplies as it circulates through the economy. This multiplier effect recognizes that the total effect on output, 
employment, personal income, and government revenue in the region is greater than the initial dollar spent. A visitor’s 
expenditure at a local restaurant or store contributes not only to that business, but to its suppliers and its suppliers’ 
suppliers (the indirect effect), the incomes of each of their employees’ who then spend their earnings (the induced 
effect), and tax revenues. Of course, some of the original expenditure leaks out of the regional economy, for example 
as inventory is imported from other regions, employees commute from other regions, and businesses and households 
pay state and federal taxes. 

 Multipliers are calculated based on the purchasing patterns of industries and institutions in the regional economy. 
The total effects are the sum of direct, indirect and induced for each of the outcomes: employment, labor income, total 
value added (contribution to gross regional project) and output (gross sales). Only expenditures by visitors are 
included in the economic impact analysis because their spending represents new money in the county economy. It is 
assumed that local county residents might have spent their money elsewhere in the county if they had not attended an 
Expo event; thus there is no economic impact. Access fees are excluded from the impact analysis because the fee is 
often paid to an event sponsor located outside Brazos County, and much of the fee is likely an immediate leakage 
from the local economy. 

 Three types of multiplier effects are reported in the impact analyses. The Output or sales multiplier measures the 
effect of external spending on overall economic activity in the region. The output multiplier provides the largest 
economic impact value and therefore is reported in many studies; however, the output multiplier says nothing about 
how the event affects the welfare of households or the profitability of businesses. 

 The value-added multiplier is a more appropriate measure of regional welfare. The value-added multiplier 
measures Expo visitors’ contribution to regional gross domestic product (GDP). It is the value added to the regional 
economy or the return to local resources used in the production of goods and services in Brazos County. 

 The labor income multiplier is part of the value-added multiplier but is often reported alone. The wage and 
proprietor’s income multiplier measures the effect of final demand spending on the incomes of households in the 
region and is appropriate for discerning the benefit of an event to a region’s residents. 

 The employment multiplier measures the effect of the event on regional employment. Calculation of the 
employment multiplier assumes that existing employees are fully occupied and does not distinguish between full-time 
and part-time workers. 



 

 
 The original $1.1 million direct economic contribution from visitor spending (less access fees) leads to a total 
county-level economic output of $1.7 million and 24.6 full- and part-time jobs annually (Table 3).i This total 
contribution includes a $1.1 million contribution to gross regional product and a $645,000 contribution to labor 
income across the region. Labor income is a component of value added, which is a component of output, so the 
figures in Table 3 cannot be summed. Again, these impacts represent only the 21 surveyed events. 

Table 3. Economic impact of visitors at surveyed events during FY 2012. 

Impact Type Output Value 
Added 

Labor 
Income Employment 

Direct Effect $1,101,400  $716,900  $450,800  19.7 
Indirect 

 
$232,100  $125,600  $78,400  1.7 

Induced 
 

$346,200  $211,100  $115,800  3.2 
Total Effect $1,679,700  $1,053,600  $645,000  24.6 

 

Section III. Spending and Impacts Extrapolated Across Horse Shows and Livestock Shows. 

 Not every event could be surveyed due to constraints on staff and volunteers as well as the characteristics of the 
events themselves. However, non-surveyed events also contribute to the local economy. In the case of horse shows 
and livestock shows, several events were surveyed. Average expenditures per person per event-day were extrapolated 
across the other events of that type to calculate the total estimated expenditures by all non-local visitors attending 
horse and livestock shows at the Expo. Horse shows made up 25 of 140 events at the Expo (18%) and 13 were 
surveyed. An estimated $1.6 million was spent by all Expo horse show participants and attendees in FY 2012, 
resulting in an economic impact of $1.3 million in output and 18.6 jobs (Tables 4 and 5). 

Table 4. Extrapolated spending by sector for the populations of all horse shows, FY 2012. 
Spending Category Expenditures by Visitors Expenditures by Locals 
Lodging $209,000 $18,300 
Food & Beverage $215,800 $125,200 
Private Auto $269,100 $76,400 
Retail Shopping $82,700 $36,400 
Entertainment $18,200 $40,500 
Access Fees $756,400 $459,100 
Miscellaneous $36,100 $10,100 
Total $1,587,100 $766,000 
Total excluding access 

 
$830,800 $306,800 

 

Table 5. Economic impact of visitors at all horse shows, FY 2012. 

Impact Type Output Value 
Added 

Labor 
Income Employment 

Direct Effect $830,800  $551,600  $346,900  15 
Indirect 

 
$162,900  $88,400  $54,900  1.2 

Induced 
 

$263,000  $160,400  $88,000  2.4 
Total Effect $1,256,600  $800,500  $489,800  18.6 

 

 Livestock shows made up 10 events (7%) and four were surveyed. An estimated $562,600 was spent by livestock 
show participants and attendees, resulting in an economic impact of $768,800 in output and 10.4 jobs (Tables 6 and 
7). 



 

Table 6. Extrapolated spending by sector for the populations of all livestock shows, FY 2012. 
Spending Category Expenditures by Visitors Expenditures by Locals 
Lodging $198,100 $0 
Food & Beverage $147,600 $28,800 
Private Auto $99,300 $45,600 
Retail Shopping $30,100 $33,500 
Entertainment $2,700 $0 
Access Fees $69,100 $24,600 
Miscellaneous $15,800 $18,800 
Total $562,600 $151,200 
Total excluding access 

 
$493,500 $126,600 

 

Table 7. Economic impact of visitors at all livestock shows, FY 2012. 

Impact Type Output Value 
Added 

Labor 
Income Employment 

Direct Effect $493,500  $295,700  $183,900  8.1 
Indirect 

 
$127,200  $68,300  $43,200  1 

Induced 
 

$148,100  $90,300  $49,600  1.4 
Total Effect $768,800  $454,300  $276,600  10.4 

 

 One event each of meetings, outdoor events, conferences and rodeos were surveyed. Thus results are not 
statistically reliable for extrapolation. Future data collection at similar events will allow extrapolation of these and 
other public events. Some events, such as wedding receptions, private parties, and meetings are not amenable to 
surveying. However, forms are being created to collect some expenditure estimates (for example, number of hotel 
rooms) from event organizers. 

Section IV. Summary 

 The estimates presented in this report provide a snapshot of the spending and economic impacts associated with 
surveyed events and with all (both surveyed and non-surveyed) horse shows and livestock shows. In the initial year of 
the impact assessment program, the impact of the entire facility could not be calculated. Future data collection will 
provide additional information that will allow the total impact of the facility to be estimated.  However, the data 
available show that only 21 events generated $1.7 million in output across the Brazos County economy. Extrapolation 
of survey data to all horse shows and livestock shows indicates that horse shows generated $1.2 million in output and 
livestock shows generated $768,800. Together two event categories--horse shows and livestock shows--generated 
over $2.0 million in output and 29 jobs in the county, figures which are higher than the impacts for the 21 surveyed 
events. 

  

                                            
i Impacts were calculated using IMPLAN (MIG, 2010).  
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